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MARK VXVi. 18. 


And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into 
all the World, and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature. 


HES E Words are a principal 
part of the Commiſſion, which 
FE our bleſſed Saviour gave to 
his Apoſtles, to publiſh a Re- 
velation throughout the World, 
which he had already prov'd to be Divine, 
by its intrinſic Excellency, the Accompliſh- 
ment of Prophecies, a Lite of Miracles, 
and his own Reſurrection from the Dead : 
However, for fear that hey, who before 
his Crucifixion had one and all for/cok him Ras xxvi. 
and fled, and would not afterwards, thro” $6 
Unbclief, and Hardneſs of Heart (ver. 14.) 
believe even them, which had ſeen him after 
A 2 he 
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he was riſen ; for fear, I ſay, ſuch (a) choice 
Confederates and Accomplices ſhould go on 
to reſiſt theſe reaſonable Means of Con- 
viction, or ſhould deſpair of executing a 
Commiſſion, that muſt have appeared moſt 
dangerous, if not impoſſible, in human 
View, he aſſures them, that if they would 
but (5) wait a few Days, till he ſhould be 
carried up into Heaven before their Eyes, 
in a Cloud of Glory, and with a Retinue 
of Angels, he would then vouchſafe them 
a Demonſtration to their Senſes, as well as 
Reaſon, of that Almighty (c) Power, which 
was to be given unto him in Heaven and in 
Earth ; for they themſelves ſhould be ſo far 
endued with it, as that (d theſe Signs ſhould 


follow them ; they ſhould in his Name caſt 


out Devils, they ſhould /peat with new 
Tongues, they ſhould take up Serpents, and 
if they drank any deadly Thing, it ſhould 
not hurt them; they ſhould /ay Hands on 
the Sick, and they ſhould recover. In Obe- 
dience therefore to ſuch an Authority and 
Power, the Apoſtles (e went forth, and 
preached every where, as they had Oppor- 

tunity, 


1 


* 


) Woolſton'? Mogerator, p. 51. (b) Adds i. 4, &c. Luke 
Yx1V. 49, &c. (c Matt. xxviil. 18. (4) Mark xvi. 17, 18. 
) Per. 20. Adds xiv. 3. Heb. ii. 4. 
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tunity, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the Word of his Grace, with 
Signs and Wonders, and with divers Mira- 


cles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. This is 


a plain and ſhort Account of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of the Chr:/tzan Religion: and ſure 
the moſt prejudiced againſt it can jn Rea- 
ſon defire nothing more free from any 
poſſible Suſpicion of Enthuſiaſm, Fraud, 
or Impoſture. 

IT is needleſs for me to criticiſe on the 
Text, ſince every careful Reader of the 
New Teſtament will eafily diſcern from (a) 
parallel Places, as well as the (6b) Fewiſh 
Phraſeology, that every Creature does mean 
Men only : and that the Command here 
given, did authorize, and require the A. 
poſtles (who had hitherto been confined 
( e) to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael) 
to go and preach the everlaſting Goſpel of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, not only in Jeru- 
ſalem, Judza, and Samaria, but unto all 


A 3 thar 
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— 


(a) Matt. xxvii. 19. Luke xxiv. 47. Acts i. 8. Nam. viii. 
21, 22. Coloſ. i. 6, 23. Rev. xiv. 6. () Phrafilogia Judzis 
tritiſſima, per quam omnes homines denotantur, maxime hi gui 
Ifraclite nom ſunt. Lamy Comment. in Harmon. Eveng. p. 631. 
Grotius in /ocum.---The Engliſh Reader may have all the Satis- 
faction he can want, by conſulting Dr. Hammond on the Place, 
and Dr, Lightfoot's Works, Vol. I. p. 272. (c Mat. x. 6. 
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that dwell. on the Earth, and to every Nation, 
and Kindred, and Tongue, and People, unto + | 
the uttermoſt Part of the Earth. | 
Tax Words then, which I have choſen 
for a Text, will afford me a Subject moſt 
ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion of our Af- 
ſembling in the Houſe of God, as they 


clearly lead me, 


I. To ſhew, That the Goſpe! of Chriſt, 
is in its Nature and Deſign fitted for 
the Uſe and Benefit of a// Mankind 
without Exception, to whom it ſhall 
be revealed and preached. And Se- 
condly, 


II. THAT the Promulgation of it, al- 
tho' in Fact not uni verſal, may be 
1 reconciled with the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 


and Goodneſs of God; and is no real 
. Objection to its Divine Authority. N 
= And then, 


III. and /aftly, To preſs upon all Chri- 
ſtians the different Obligations they lie 
under at this Day, according to their 
reſpective Opportunities and Abilities, # 
1 to make it known to all Nations for the 
Obedience of Faith. 
2. I. Firſt, 
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I. Fir/t, Jam to ſhew, That the Goſpel 
of Chriſt is in its Nature and Deſign fitted 
for the Uſe and Benefit of a// Mankind 
without Exception, to whom it ſhall be 
revealed and preached. And of this there 
can be no doubt, if we conſider how it 
once did, and may at all Times (a) reſtore 
the Knowledge of the one true God, and 
free his Worſhippers from the numerous 
Errors and Abominations of Idolatry and 
Superſtition, and then engage them to obey, 
love, and imitate him --- How it reconciles 
all repenting Sinners unto their offended 
Creator, in a Method that could never en- 
ter into the Heart of Man, but yet appears 
moſt conſiſtent with the Holineſs, Juſtice, 
and Mercy of God, with the Wiſdom, Au- 
thority and Honour of his Providential 


Government, and with his irreconcileable 
A 4 Hatred 


— 


—_ 


(a) The Author of Chriſtianity as old as the Creation actnoro- 
ledges it to be true in Tad, that the Pagan World ran into Ido- 
latry ; and that the Buſinęſs of the Chriſtian Diſpen/ation was to 
reſtore the true, primitive and natural Religion.--He ought in jn- 
ſtice to have added, that it did this moſt effeftually,uberever it was 
preached; alths” the Light of Nature (clear and ſhining as he 
would have it, and without any Defect) had not before diſperſed 
the groſs Darkneſs / Idolatry, nor deſtroyed thoſe traditional 
Revelations, which Pagan Priefts impoſed upon all People as 
Divine Oracles, nctroithſtanding the true primitive, and natu- 
3] Religion, was (according to hisPhilo/ophy of innate Principles) 
implanted in Mankind from the Creation, p. 379. 


— — — rl — — 
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Hatred to Sin Ho it teaches, commands, 
and enables Men to eſcape the Corruption. \, 
that is in the World thro Luft, thro” ins- 
veterate Prejudices, falſe Reaſonings, evil © 
Cuſtoms, and debauched Examples ---How © 
it eſtabliſhes upon immoveable Foundations 
univerſal Benevolence, which is the Ce- 
ment of Civil Society, and makes it an in- 
diſpenſible Duty for ug to extend out 
Love, Goodneſs and Charity to all our 
"= Fellow-Creatures, in like manner as God 
and Chriſt have loved us. —How it renews 
and heightens all the Obligations and Mo- 7 
tives of natural Religion and Morality, 
and even adds to theſe ſuch as are ſtronger,  , 
= ſuch as Divine Wiſdom only could con- 
2 trive, and Divine Power inforce with a 

| Sanction of Rewards and Puniſhments, as 
i laſting as our Souls. And indeed every 


Article of Chriſtian Faith, every Doctrine 
|| and pofitive Inſtitution of the Goſpel, has an 
i evident Tendency, and a real Fitneſs to im- 
1 prove, exalt, and perfect ſinful Men, and to 
1 procure for them (a) Happineſs during the 
i Extent of their being; Happineſs in this, 
ii | and Happineſs in a future State, which 
every ſerious and confidering Deiſt ought 
to have in View. FROM 


1 


E 


© 


(a) Lit. Scheme, 129. p. 406. 


1 — — 


for * F the Gaal c 9. 


From theſe Conſiderations, I fay, as well 


„ ads from many (a) expreſs Texts of Scripture, 
that might here be urged, it muſt be plain, 
that the Goſpel of Cbriſt is in its own Na- 
ture fit to be a Law to all Mankind: 
and that the Love of God in him, is not 
confined to any Family, Nation, or Coun» 
try, but every Son of Adam may and ought 
to enter into the Chriſtian Covenant by 
Faith, Repentance, and Baptiſm, whenever 
Providence does vouchſafe him the Bleſ- 


ſing of an Opportunity.—It was no Que- 


/\ © fſtion the Vill of God, that all Men, Tim. + 


Feus, and Gentiles, (for there is now no Dif- 
ference between them) ſhould be ſaved, and 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth : and 
purſuant to this Vill, our Bleſſed Savi- 
our did give a Commiſſion to his Apo- 
files, to go into all the World, to preach the 

1 Goſpel to every Creature, and to make Di- 

crples of all Nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
AND wonderful beyond Belief or Ima- 
gination was the Extent of their Travels, 
and 


— 


(a) Matt. xxviii. 19. Luke xxiv. 47. Jobn i. 12.---ili. 16, 
17:==-X. 9.—- Ad x. 34.— Rem. x. 12, 13.---Gal. iii. 7, 8.— 
Rev. v. 9.---xiv. 6. 
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and the Number of their Converts, unleſs 
0 we do ſuppoſe them to have been endued 
1 with Zeal, Courage, and Power from on 
1 1 high, and to have confirmed the Doctrine 
| | they taught withaSeries of Miracles, and divers 
itt Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, eſpecially that abſo- 
| | lutely neceſſary one of ſpeaking all Langua- 

lt | ges.-For by their Means the Chriſtian Reve- 
8 lation ſpread its Victories and Triumphs far 
| beyond the wideExtent of theRomanEmpire, 
11 over all other Religions, tho' ancient and 
it eſtabliſhed. --- It did indeed in no reſpe& 
| more reſemble the heavenly L:ght, (a)than in 
that unconceiveable Swiftneſs, wherein it is 
darted, as in a Moment, to the uttermoſt 
Parts of the Earth, and ſhineth all at once 
from under one End of Heaven to the other ; 
3h ſo that in all Probability had Chriſtians in 
ſucceeding Ages had the ſame Concern and 
| Zeal for their Religion, had they done 
| their Duty, and every where promoted it 
according to the expreſs Command of 
Rev-xi.13. their Maſter ; the Kingdoms of this World 


| N would 


— 


Li i} (4) Euſebius ſeems to relate à plain matter of Fact, th in 
* 1 figurative Language, when he tells us how the Chriſtian Reli- 
18s gion "was . thro the World, Où ro SIT4. sj 

Sorter, 2 evrign, debe oja Tis , Bon, Thy 


i VuUTaTay 01% paevnv 6 6 owTHAG Karhvyot ay Ecdle, 
© B+ Hiſt. Lib. II, C. 3» 
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would have long ſince become, if not 
continued, what they certainly will be, zhe 


Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, 


who ſhall reign for ever and ever, --- 
Tux Gift of Tongues, it is true, ceaſed after 

ſome Time, as did the Power of working 
Miracles: (a) but they ſubſiſted, as long 
as they were neceſſary in the Reaſon of the 
Thing, that is, till the Civil Powers began 


to declare openly in Favour of Chriſtianity, 


and had eſtabliſhed it by Law: and then 
one would think it could ſcarce fail to 
thrive and flouriſh, whilſt it met with all 
manner of temporal Encouragements un- 
der the Roman Empire, till in the ordinary 
Courſe of Providence, and by human 
Means, it ſhould by degrees ſpread itſelf 
farther and farther into all the World. And 
is God to blame for not governing reaſon- 
able and fit Agents from that Time, even 
unto the End of the World, by extraordinary 
and - miraculous Interpoſitions of his over- 
ruling Power ?---Is it not enough to ju- 
ſtifie him, and the Religion he revealed, 

from 


(a) I muſt refer ta an excellent Sermon publiſhed by Biſhop 
Bradford, as an Appendix to his Boyle's Lectures, that the 
Reader may have the fulleſt Sati faction upon this Subject: and 
know how much I am indebted to his Lordſhip for what I have 

A upm it throughout this Diſcourſe. 
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from the Charge of Impoſture, that he put 
the Support and publiſhing of it into the 
Hands of proper and intermediate Agents, 
making Men to be Inſtructors one of an- 
other, and engaging them to do this Duty 
by all poſſible Ohligations, as well as ex- 
preſs Promiſes of his Aſſiſtance and Re- 
ward ? So that © if the Goſpel be not pub- 
* liſhed to the World univerſally, it pro- 
* ceeds not from any Defe& in the Pro- 
« viſion, which God hath made to that 
« purpoſe; but from the Fault of thoſe, 
eto Whom ſo great a Truſt has been 
4 committed.”---De:/ts might as well ob- 
ject (and ſo ] believe they would, was Chri- 
ſtianity aboliſhed) to the Being or Good- 
neſs of God, for not preſerving the true, 
primitive, and natural Religion, pure and 
perfect in every Place, by Miracle, and 
hindering Men from ſuch an Abuſe of 
Reaſon, as was the Occaſion of their own, 
and others (a) falling into, and continuing, 
from Age to Age, in a deplorable State 
of 1%... IJ Idolatry, and Corruption, un- 
leſs this be the very State God defigned they 
ſhould be in; for both Means and Ends, are 
entirely in his Power.---And what then ? we 

ought 


— — —— 


(a) Chriſtianity as ola, &c. p. 196, 375, 378, 393, 399. 


1 for Propagation of the Goſpel, &c. 13 
b ought in Reaſon to expect no more of him, 
than that he do make Uſe of the moſt na- 
tural, and reaſonable Means to any End; 
and if thoſe Means become inſufficient for 
that End, and miſcarry in the Event, thro' the 
Fault of free and moral Agents, the Blame 
3 muſt reſt on hem, and not on him. -The 
Inſtruments (a) alone of conveying ordi- 
nary or extraordinary Aſiſtances, ſufficient 
in themſelves for the purpoſe of continuing, 
or replacing Men in a State ſuitable to the 
original Dignity and Excellency of their Na- 
ture, are inexcuſable, if they do not what 
' they ought, and thus fruſtrate Reaſon or 
* Revelation of their intended Effects. (S) 
THis is the very Caſe of the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation, tor Hiſtory aſſures us that Chriſtians, 
after its firſt Eſtabliſhment, did not conſider 
the Nature, or Value of the Treaſure com- 
mitted to their Truſt, nor how they might 
have enrich'd the unbelieving World with- 


Our 


— 
— 


(a) P. 401, 402. (8) The judicious Dr. Barrow ſets this 
Way of reaſoning in the cleareſt Light, God's Intentions, ſays 
; be, are not to be interpreted, nor fis Performances eſtimated 
* by Events, depending on the Contingency of human Actions, 
1 but by his own Declarations and Precepts, together with the 
ordinary proviſion of competent Means, in their own Nature 
. ſufficient to produce thoſe Effects, which he declares himſelf to 
intend or to perform. Barroto's Works, Vol. III. p. 334. 
After which he applies this general Obſervation to the particu- 

lar Caſe of the promulgation of the Goſpel, 
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2 Cor. iv. 


4. 


Col. ii. 8. 
1 Tim. iv. 
20. 


out miraculous Aſſiſtances: Iniguity ſoon 


abounded, and Zeal for true Religion waxed 
cold; the Goſpel of Peace was itſelf turn d 
into an Occaſion of Hatred and Violence, 
and the Profeſſors of it broke into Sects 
and Parties, each of them cenſuring, re- 
viling, and damning one another; ſo that 


tho? they retained the Form of Godlineſs, | 


the Power of it was loſt in their Tem- 
pers and Practices; nay, the very Name 
and Principles of Chri/tianity were profti- 
ruted to thoſe baſe and wicked Purpoſes, 
which furniſh Infide/s at this Day with 
their chorceſt Weapons to attack it.—The 
God of this World blinded their Minds, left 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
them ; Revelation was ſpoiled at firſt, thro' 


the Subtleties and Refinements of Pi- 


lojophy, of Science falſely ſo called, and of 
vain Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, 


after the Rudiments of the World, and 
not after Chriſt; and then a covetous, 


an ambitious, and a worldly Spirir, 
ſtopped its Progreſs, and opened the 
Way to Mahometiſm and Popery, to an 


ons 


idolatrous, a corrupt, and a ſuperſtitious 


Chriſtianity. So that tho' the Goſpel have 
left many Countries, which it once poſ- 


ſeſſed, 


— p — — — e - IL——— — — . 
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ſeſſed, and was never publiſhed ee 
to the World, yet this proceeds not from 
any Defect in the Proviſion which God 
hath made to theſe purpoſes, but from the 
Vices and Faults of thoſe, to whom ſo 
great a Truſt has been committed; inſtead 
therefore of cavilling at the Divine Provi- 
dience, or our Religion, on this Account, it 
becomes us to fix the Miſcarriage of the 
Event, where it really ought to be, and do 
our Part in the Age we live in, to main- 
tain, and promote the Intereſts of Chri- 
fſtianity, pure and perfect as we find it in 
the Scriptures. 
WHrarT I have now ſaid is in the main 
a ſufficient Reply to thoſe Obje&ions, I 
am going to mention, which are founded 
on this Fact, that the Progreſs of the Goſ- 
pel has been in no Degree equal to its 
wonderful Beginnings. — It is asked, and 
the (a) Infidel will tell us, that we muſt 
anſwer at the Peril of our Religion, © if 
God deſigned the gracious Terms of the 
% Goſpel for univerſal Uſe and Benefit, why 
then doth he diſpenſe the Knowledge of 
* them moſt unequally? — How can ſo 
« general and large a Deſign conſiſt with ſo 
r- 


A 


0 Blount's Miſce/l. Works, p. 198, 210. 
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a particular, and ſparing | an Execution of 


« it? If the Sun of Righteouſneſs be riſen, 
« why doth Darkneſs ſtill cover the Earth, 


* and groſs Darkneſs many People? (a) I 


«© the Deſign of God in communicating any 
thing of himſelf to Man, was their Hap- 
«* pineſs; would not that Deſign have 
« oblig*d him, who at all Times alike, 
&© defires their Happineſs, to have at all 
« Times, and in all Places, alike commu- 
© nicated it to them? If God always acts 
« for the Good of his Creatures, what 
« Reaſon can be aſſigned, why he ſhould 
* not, from the Beginning, have diſcover'd 
“ ſuch Things, as make for their Good; 
„but defer the doing of it till the Time 
« of Tiberius? ſince the ſooner this was. 
e done, the greater his Goodneſs would ap- 
* pear to be; and even then he did it moſt: 
« partially and ineffectually. (5) How is 
« jt conſiſtent with the Notion of God's 


« being the Governor of the Univerſe, and 


« no reſpecter of Perſons, but univerſal 
« benevolent, and the common Parent of 
* Mankind, not to have revealed the G9, 
6c wy to all his Children, fince all have 

| equal 


6 


(4) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 20, 64, 393» 401. 
(*) p.196, 401, 409. | | 


L 
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e equal Need of it? —In what View ſo- 
« eyer we Conlider a Revelation, be it as 
« abſolutely neceſſary, or only as very uſe- 
ful to Mankind, (4) if God acts upon 
« rational Motives, muſt not the ſame Mo- 
* tives which oblig'd him to diſcover any 
te thing that's for the Good of Mankind, 
* have oblig'd him to diſcover every 
te thing that is ſo ; and that too, not as it 
© were grudgingly, little by little, here a 
<« Bir, and there a Bit, and that not to one 
« Favourite Nation only, under the Veil 
« of Types, Allegories, &c. and at laſt, 
« tho' he diſcovered ſome Things more 
« plainly, yet it was but to a ſmall Part 
« of Mankind, the Bulk of them to this 
« Day, remaining in deplorable Ignorance ? 
&« In ſhort, ſince the ( Univerſality of a 
« Law is the only certain Mark of its 
coming from the Governor of Mankind, 
© how can we be certain, ?hat which wants 
„ this Mark, comes from him? Chrifti= 
L anity therefore muſt be falſe, unleſs it be 

in modern Phraſe as old, and as extenſive as 

the Creation: And (c) all Arguments from 

the Neceſſities of Mankind, and the abun- 

; dant Goodneſs of God, will equally prove, that 
= | B this 


— 7 


(4) Fag. 393. (6) p. 197. (e p. 4, 401. 
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if this Revelation, did it teach a new Religion, 
| ſhould be univerſal, as that it ſhould be at 
all; and to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, is to make 
| God himſelf a cruel and unmerciful Being, 
if fince he cannot be denominated merciful 
ih and good, who is ſo only to a few, and not * i 
il alike ſo to all Mankind. 
1 UyoN theſe Objections, a late Adverſary 
= of Chriſtianity lays the greateſt Weight, 
as another before him deſired (a) that the 
if whole Streſs of the Diſpute ſhould be ter- 

| minated in this one Point of Univerſality : 
And that I might not give Occaſion to 
| Cenſure or Complaint, I have concealed 
| nothing of their Strength, but hope to 
4 take away the Force of it, by ſhewing, 


Secondly, That the Promulgation of the 
Goſpel, altho' in Fact not wniver/al, may 
be reconciled with the Viſdom, Fuſtice, | 
| and Goodneſs of God : and is no real Ob- 1 
il jection to its Divine Authority. ; 
As to the Wiſdom of God: What better 
lf Proof can we have of its being infinite, 
| than an infinite Variety of Creatures, whe- 
| ther of the ſame, or different Species, all 
if differing from each other, more or leſs, in 
bh their natural Frame, Capacities, and Pow- 
il ers; 


1 — 4 Sa I — 


„ ä 


(a Blount's Miſcell. Works, p. 198, 210. 
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ers; and conſequently in their Perfection 
and Happineſs? This ſeems indeed neceſ- 
ſary to the Order and Beauty of the Uni- 
verſe; and accordingly we ſee it to be 
full of Variety and Choice; there is one 
Glory of the Sun, and another Glory of 
the Moon, and another Glory of the Stars : 
And if we turn our Eyes from the Hoft of 
Heaven, down upon the Earth we inhabir, 
into how curious a Diverſity of Work- 
manſhip, is dead and ſenſeleſs Matter 
wrought? — Why thus it may be in 
the animate Creation: and the Wi/aom of 
the Creator may diſplay itſelf in com- 
municating all Degrees of Life, and all 
poſſible Differences and Varieties of Be- 
ing; even as It is in Fact in this World, 
which ſwarms with Myriads of Animals, 
all perfect in their Kind, but diverſified by 
their Shape and natural Powers. The ſame 
Analogy therefore of reaſoning, and of (a) 
Nature, will lead us to conclude, that in 
the intellectual World, there may be, and 
probably are, innumerable Kinds, Orders, 
and Degrees of nobler Beings riſing one 
above another in their natural States, Pow- 
ers, and Conſtituttons, unto the higheſt 
| B 2 De- 


* 


I Cor. XV. 


(4) Locke's Eſſay, p. 381. 564- 
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Jude 20. 
2 Pet. ii. 
4. 


Ecclilſ. 


Degrees of communicable Perfection, and 
Happineſs, tho' at laſt falling infinitely 
ſhort of the God and Father of all Spirits. 
It will, I hope, be no Objection to this 
Truth, that we are certainly aſſured of it 
by Revelation, and that we read in Scri- 
ture, of Angels and Archangels, Thrones 
and Dominions, Principalities and Powers; 
ſome of whom (as they are all at Liberty 
to uſe, or to abuſe the Grfrs of God) 


kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their 


own Habitation, and are reſerved by divine 
Wiſdom and Juſtice in everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs, unto the Tudgment of the 
great Day. — Why may not then the ſame 
wiſe Rules of Creation and Providence 
extend to human Race? Why (as the Son 
of Sirach obſerves) may not the Lord 
in much Knowledge divide Men, and make 


axxili.11, ?heir Ways diverſe ; for as the Clay is in 
13. 


the Potter's Hand to faſhion it at his Plea- 
ſure; jo Man is in the Hand of him that 


made him, to render to them as liketh bim 


beſt. He may no doubt in Wiſdom do 
as he has done: and as he was not oblig'd 
(a) to make Men Angels, ſo neither is he 
oblig'd to endue all Men, tho' of the ſame 

Spe- 


\ 


—_— 


(a) Dr. Clark's Boyle's Lect. 2 Vol. p. 262, 


1 % F % 
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Species, with all the ſame natural Capa- 
Cities and Faculties. — He may make Indi- 
viduals, as he has done Species, more or 


- leſs perfect as he will, and more or leſs 


capable of the very ſame Kind and De- 
gree of Happineſs; nor need he in the 
Courſe of Providence, afford to all of them 


the very ſame Means and Opportunities of Foy 


obtaining it.—(a) In that part of the great 
Series of Beings, wherein we are placed, 


the Deſcent from Step to Step may be ſo 


eafie, as that a Difference between them 
can ſcarce be perceived, tho' if you take 
the higheſt and the loweſt of our Species, 
the Difference will be exceeding great, al- 
moſt as much as between the leaſt know- 
ing Angel, and the moſt ſagacious Brute; 
and conſequently there muſt be in Nature 
and Reaſon a very unequal Share (% of 
Happineſs beſtowed on this part of the ra- 
tional Creation. — And accordingly our 
own Experience and Obſervation muſt 
convince us, that there is in Fact a very 
unequal Diſtribution of the good Grfts, and 
good Things of this Life ; that there are dif- 
ferent Tempers and Conſtitutions of Body, 

B 3 dif- 
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(4a) Locke's EG, p. 381. 564. 
(6) Chrifionity 25 Fu &c. 1 409. 


* 
* 


A Sermon before the Society 


22 


Mat. xxv. 
15, &c. 


different States and Conditions in the World; 
and not only ſo, (a) but that there is the 
wideſt Difference in the natural Faculties 
of human Souls, and many Degrees of 
Latitude in Men's Underſtandings, Appre- 
hen ions, and Reaſonings : Nay, tho' their 
natural Abilities be equal, yet the Circum- 
ſtances of their Fortunes, Education, and 
Situation in Life, (to which they cannot 
be (5) deſtin d but by a wiſe Providence 
do in Event make as wide a Difference, as 
there 1s originally among others. — No- 
thing is more evident, than that God (to 
ſpeak in the Language of a moſt wiſe 
Parable) intruſts his Servants in this World 
with Talents differing both in Number 
and Value; that he inſtructs them with 
very different Degrees of natural Light, 
and Knowledge, and makes known even 
demonſtrable Truths, natural and moral, 
not to all Men equally, but in different De- 


grees and Proportions. — Why therefore 


ſhould it be thought incredible and un- 
reaſonable for him to act alike in the 
| Diſ- 


— — 


— — 


__ — — 


(a) Wherever has a Mind to ſee more concerning the unequal 
Diftrivation of natural Gifts, and Providential Bleſſings amon 
Men, may conſult Locke's Eſſay, p. 280, 596, 598. and t 
Religion of Nature de/ineated, p. 49, 61, 179. 


(+) Chriſflianity as old, &c. p. 409. Locke's EHu. p. 41. 


for Propagation of the Goſpel, SCC. 23 
Diſpoſal of ſuper-natural Light and Af- 
ſiſtances, making Revelations of his Will, 
to different Nations and Perſons, at ſundry 
Times, in diverſe Manners, and in different 
Degrees and Proportions? ſince in all this 
there is nothing more, than the free va- 
rious Exerciſe of his Wiſdom and Sove- 5 
reignty, in dividing to every Man ſeve- GN 
rally as be will, without Wrong or Injury 
to any. — Why do Deifts make a violent 
Outcry againſt partia! Revelations, as if 
God was on this Account unmerciful and 
cruel; whilſt they are filent about a no 
leſs partial Diſtribution of natural Powers 
and providential Bleſſings, wherein the di- 
vine Goodneſs and the Religion of Nature 
are equally concerned ? | f 
Bur further, this Diverſity in the Di- 
ſtribution of natural or ſupernatural Gifts 
(which ſeems to be a Mark of infinite 
Wiſdom, if not (a) neceſſary, to make this 
World, the moral, as well as natural, a 
beautiful and well formed Syſtem) does not 
at all affect the Juſtice or Goodneſs of the 
Deity. lt is ſufficient, and nothing more 
can be required in Right and Reaſon, than ,,, _ 
that God, after doing what he will with 15. 
B 4 his 


—_ 
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. (4) Chriſtianity as old, &c, p. 408. 
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his own, and diſtributing the free Gifts 
already mentioned in what Proportions he 
pleaſeth, after the Counſel of his Will, 
ſhould in the final Iſſue of Things deal 
equitably with all his rational Creatures, 
and when he calls them to Account and 
Judgment, inquire, without Prejudice or 
Partiality, into the Uſe and Improvements 
of the Gifts and Talents, wherewith they 
were reſpectively entruſted, be they more 
or leſs, one, two, or five, and then ac- 
quit, or condemn every one of them, 
according to what they had, and not ac- 
cording to what they had not. — Nothing 
more in impartial Juſtice, or in the moſt 
extenſive Equity can be expected from 
God, than what the Goſpel aſſures us of in 
Regard to Men, I mean, that he will judge all 
of them, whether under the Light of Reaſon 


i. or Revelation, (a) as they are accountable, 
according to the Meaſure of the Gift or 
Grace that is given to them, according 


to the moral Uſe of their Liberty, Rea- 
ſon, and other Perfections, natural or ſu- 
pernatural, in the particular Stations, and 
Circumſtances of Being allotted them by 


Providence, having a righteous Regard to 
all 


(4) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 61, 410. 
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all kinds of Advantages or Diſadvantages, 


requiring only ſuch a Degree of moral 
Perfection in us, as we are ill able to 
attain even ſince the Fall, and making ſuch 
favourable Allowances for our Ignorance, 
Infirmities, or preſumptuous Sins, as even 
infinite Mercy can admit of, conſiſtently 
with the wiſe and righteous Government 
of the Univerſe. 

Tuus for inſtance, the Gentile hereto- 
fore, and even now, (if he be ſo not thro' 


his own Default) will be, according to the 


Determination of St. Paul, acquitted or 


condemned, (in the Day when God ſhall g, : 


judge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to the Goſpel) as he has uſed, 
neglected, or abuſed the Abilities and Op- 

portuniries, which he himſelf had of gain- 
ing Knowledge, and of putting that Know- 
ledge into Practice: or in other Words, 
He ſhall be judg'd by the Law of Nature, 
which the Pen of Reaſon might have vrit- 
ten in his Heart, his own Conſcience bear- 
ing Witneſs, and his own Thoughts the mean 
while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another. 
The Few then, as he was nfirufted out 
of the Law, and had ather Means, beſides 
the bare Uſe of his Reaſon, to know the 
Will of God, and to approve the Things 
that 


6, 16. 


ver. 12, 
16. 


ver. 18. 
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0 that are more excellent, ſhall be arraign- 
ed and tried, not only (a) by the Law of 
* Nature, but of Moſes: And if any Perſon, 
| either Jew or Gentile, thro' an evil Heart 
of Unbelief, or other criminal Motive, have 
We rejected the Goſpel of the Son of God, 
* when fairly and reaſonably propoſed to 
1 him (5), with ſufficient Evidence, he ſhall 
be finally condemned (c) for the Tranſ- 
. greſſion and Di ſobedience of (d) refuſing an 
iff expreſs Revelation, for the Sin and Folly 
1 of rejecting the Counſel of God againſt 
| himſelf, and for doing deſpite to the Spirit 
of Grace. — And if the Chriſtian, after 
li Faith and Baptiſm, live not more righ- 
1 teoufly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent 
World, in Proportion to the clearer Light, 
and the ſuperior Aſſiſtances he enjoys, but 
li dies in a State of Impenitence and pre- 
1 ſumptuous ſinning; He ſhall not eſcape by 
the Mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus, but be 
oF thought 


| „* „ r —_— * — r 


it (a) Our future Happineſs depends upon our obeying, or en- 
H.. . to fulfil the known Will of God, Blount's Miſcell, 


9. 

1 50 Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 9 

{ (c) Mark xvi: 16. Job iii. 15. xii. 48. The Author of 
Chriſtianity as old, &c. ſeems to allow, that Man is accountable 
| for Errors in Opinion, if he has not, according as his Circumftances 
i! permit, done his beſt to diſcover the Will of God, p. 414. 
it i Heb. ii. 2, &c. x. 29. xii. 25. Luke vii. 30. 
/ 


— 
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thought worthy of a much forer Puniſb- 


4 ment. 


I am ſpeaking now of Men, as they are 
accountable to God their Fudge, for the ma- 
nifold Gifts of his Grace: and as they ought 
ro be acquitted or condemned by him for 
the good or ill Uſe of them. For as to 
Rewards, Juſtice and Equity ſeem not ori- 
ginally concern'd about them, ſince if Men 
were upright and perfect, and obeyed the 
Laws of God, and the Dictates of their 
own Reaſon, at all Times, and in eve- 
ry Particular, as far as they were able : 
They would even then do nothing more 


than that which was abſolutely their Duty Lute xvii. 


to do. They could not therefore have any 
Plea of Right to a Recompence from the 
Merit of Services, to which they were o- 
blig d, as reaſonable Creatures; but their 
Reward muſt flow, as did their Happineſs 
in exiſting, from the Goodneſs of their Cre- 
ator ; or from his Wiſdom as their Governor, 
in annexing it, as a Sanction moſt proper 
to ſecure the Obedience due unto his Laws, 
in this preſent World, where the natural 
Order of Things is zow ſo perverted, as 
that ell Things came altke ta all, and there is 
one Event to the Righteous and to the Wic- 
ted; ſo that we are now ta enquire _ 

ar 


+ 
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far the Goodneſe of God, or his Wiſdom, do 
oblige him to er an exact Equality 
in diſtributing the Favour of his Gifts, or 
the Rewards of * among his Crea- 
tures. 

" Now Goodneſs is that Perfection of the 
Deity, by which all Creatures in the Uni- 
verſe were brought into Being, and after- 
wards ſupported and preſerved in it; and 
which communicates to all of them, a 
Meaſure of natural Good, in Proportion to 
their different Capacities and Powers, ari- 
ſing from that Variety of Natures, which 
ſhews (a) the great Extent of the Divine Good- 
neſs, as well as Wiſdom: and to moral 
Agents, a further Portion of Happineſs, ac- 
cording to their different Improvements, 
arifing from the right uſe of their Liber- 
ty, Knowledge, Reaſon, or other Talents, 
in whatſoever Rank or Order of Beings, 
in whatſoever State or Circumſtances 
it ſhall pleaſe God to place them, in the 
beautiful and well formed Syſtem of the 
World. — It is enough that every Thing 
which God makes, be originally and natu- 
rally in its reſpective Kind and Degree 
good, and that he make ſuch a Proviſion 

of 


— 
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(a) Chriſtianity as old, &C. p. 408. 


* 


—_ 
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of preſent Happineſs, or future Reward for 
every moral Agent, as ſhall (a) render Ex- 
iſtence an eligible and deſireable Bleſſing: 
or which it is reaſonable, and fit for him 
to beſtow in his all-wiſe Government of 
the whole. — If this be done, no Creature 
can complain with Reaſon of the Arbi- 
trarineſs, the Partiality, and the Cruelty 
of God, becauſe he wants certain Faculties, 
Excellencies and Privileges which others 
enjoy, and by thoſe Means d:ffer from him 
in Perfection and Glory; for theſe are all 
the free Gifts of God, Effects of his good 
Pleaſure and Bounty, which he is no more 
oblig'd to beſtow, than he was to confer 

Ex- 


. 


— — — 


(a) To produce a Being into a State of mixt Happineſs, can be 
no Injury to it, provided the Happineſs certainly overballances 
the contrary, and the unhappy or ſuffering Part be not greater, 
than what that Being would chooſe in order to obtain the Happi- 
weſs, or rather than loſe it. Nor again can any Wrong be done 
in producing a Being ſubject to more Miſery than Happinek, if 
that Being hath it in his own Power to avoid the Miſery, or /o 
much of it as may leave the remainder of Miſery not greater than 
what he would rather ſuſtain, than miſs the Proportion of Happi- 
neſs. The only Caſe then, by which Wrong can be done in the 
Produttion of any Being is, when it is neceſſarily and irreme- 
diably to be miſerable, without any Recompence or Balance of Mi- 
ery. I have quoted this extraordinary Paſſage, out of Mr. 
Moolſton's Delineation of the Religion of Nature, that every 
one may ſee with how little Reafon God can be denominated 
partial and arbitrary, cruel and unmerciſul, for vouchſaſing to 
lome Creatures Means and Opportunities of gaining a higher De- 
22 Kind of Happineſs, than he has done to others, Chri- 


ity as old, Oc. p. 399, 498, 409. 
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Exiſtence itſelf on him, or to make him 


an Angel. And as infinite W:/dom requires 
that there ſhould be an (a) infinite Variety 
of Creatures, infinite Benevolence muſt ob- 
ſerve the like Rules of Proportion, and 
Subordination in the Diſpoſal of its Grfts, 
and conſequently there muſt be an Ine- 


quality of Happineſs and Rewards, both, 


in Degree and Kind. 

Ir © the (5) Happineſs of all Beings 
* whatever, conſiſts in the Perfection of 
te their Nature”, Degrees, if not Kinds of 
Happineſs in the rational Creation, muſt 
vary in the ſame manner as rational Crea- 
tures, (whether confidered in Species, or as 


Individuals) do differ from each other in 


natural or acquired Perfections. Now as 
this Difference muſt unavoidably (c) ariſe 


from their different States and Relations of 


Being, and from their different Faculties, 
and Opportunities; as well as from their 
own right Uſe of theſe Faculties, and 
Opportunities: So God may alike be 


juſtified in beſtowing different Degrees, if 


not Kinds of Happineſs, as in laying a Foun- 
dation for ſuch a D:fference, by making an 
infinite Variety, and Inequality of rational 

Crea- 


— __ — 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 408. (6) p. 23. (c) p+ 24+ 
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ny | Creatures; and this, we know, (a) is “nes 
m © ceffary to ſhew the great Extent of Di- 
© W © vineGoodneſs.” Angels themſelves will be 


9 more or leſs happy, as the (b) Purity, Recti- 
p- tude and Dignity of their Nature, and the ad- 


id ditional Improvements they make in Wiſdom 
5, and Vertue, bring them nearer and nearer 
e in Perfection to God, who is infinitely and 


th, neceſſarily happy, becauſe he is abſolutely 
perfect. — The Cale likewiſe is the very 


4 fame with Men, God may divide 10, Cr ail. 
If every individual Perſon, ſeverally as he will, 11. 
f his own free Gifts, the natural Faculties of 

ſt the Soul; and conſequently he may make 

8 them knowing (c) and reaſonable, in different 

18 Degrees, more or leſs frail, fallible, and 

n imperfect, ſo that there may be a gradual 

is Deſcent from the loweſt of the Angelical 

ſe Order thro' human Kind, till we come at 

f laſt to Brutes; he may, for the ſame Rea- 

8, ſons that he maketh them thus to differ 

r by Creation, permit them, in the ordinary 

d Courſe of Providence, to come into ſuch 

e Circumſtances, wherein their Reaſon may 

F be limited, and not have its due Extent or 

— Influence, and in both theſe Caſes, they 
8 will 

14 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 408. (5) P. 23, 24. (c) Reli- 
A gion of Nature, &c. p. 213. Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 5, 24. 
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will not have the Means and Opportunities of 
gaining all the Perfections, which others of 
the ſame Species may attain to. (a) If God, 


I ſay, may in Wiſdom and Goodneſs make 


ſuch a natural or providential Inequality 
among Men, he ought not to be charged 
with a criminal Ręſpect of Perſons, if in the 
Day of Recompence he ſhall accept every one 
of them to his Favour and Rewards, ac- 
cording to what they have, and not accor- 
ding to what they have not. —If it be ( 
lawful for our great Lord and Maſter, 
which is in Heaven, to do what he will 


* with his own Goods, and to deliver them 


among the Servants of his Family on Earth, 
in ſuch Proportions as he ſees beſt; can 
he in Reaſon be deemed either partial or 
auſtere, if when he cometh and reckoneth 
with them; he admits all in general, whom 
he finds faithful and diligent, into the ſame 
Place of Joy with himſelf; altho' he be- 
ſtows upon particulars, ſuch different Re- 
wards, as are proportionate to their ſe- 
veral Abilities, (c) and to the Gains every 
Man has made by trading with the different 
Sums he kindly lent them at the firſt, giv- 

ing 


* 


(a) Pag. 408, 409. (5) Matt. xx. 15. xxv. 14, c. Luke 


Xix. 12, Ce. (c) According to their Uſe of thoſe Talents, great 


or ſmall, God has endnw'd them with, Chriſtianity as old, &c. 
4 415 | 
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ing one Authority over ten Cities, another 
over five, and another over one? Or, to 
ſpeak plainly, without Parable or Figure, 
Can God be ſaid to make an unwiſe or un- 
kind (a) Diſtinction among Men, by ad- 
vancing thoſe to different Stations of Hap- 
pineſs and Glory in a future State, who 
have advanced themſelves in this State of 
Tryal, to different Degrees of rational 
Perfection? Whilſt his Benevolence is at 
the ſame Time fo unlimited, as to beſtow 
on all in general, who live up to the Light 
he gave them, not an equal, but that certain 
Portion of eternal Happineſs, be it more 
or leſs, for which they are qualified by 


their own proper Gifts, and perſonal Ac- 1 Cor. vil. 


compliſhments. —-Doubtleſs the ſame Rea- 
ſons which may be urged at firſt for a 
Variety and Inequality of Creatures, muſt be 
equally ſtrong and concluſive, for a propor- 
tionate Variety and Inequality in their fu- 
ture Happineſs If the Divine Being is 
not partial in his Goodneſs, when he makes 
immortal Souls (it matters not how) to (6b) 
differ in their Capacities on Earth, why 
may he not continue the ſame Difference in 

C | Hea- 


— 
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(a) 2d Adareſs, p. 13, 17 V) Lacke's E Huy, p. 376 
596. 1 as old, &c. p. 47. l 
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Heaven? And indeed, ſo it ought to be, 
as far as we can judge by an Analogy of 
reaſoning ; for if it be an (a) univerſal Rule 
in Nature, that Differences in Things are 
attended with anſwerable Relations and Ef- 
fects, and if our rational Nature zs 7o be the 
ſame in the next Life, as it is in this, then 
the ſame beautiful, and due Subordination 
of Beings muſt be preſerved and perpetu- 
ated hereafter ; and there muſt be different 
Degrees and Kinds of Happineſs befitting 
the Differences of particular Souls among 
themſelves, as they are more or leſs perfect 
m their Kind, and according to the Pro- 
greſs they have made in Habits of Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Unreaſonableneſs, which will 
depend upon their reſpective natural Pow- 
ers, or providential Opportunities, as well 
as upon their own right Uſe of thoſe 
Powers and Opportunities. To ſuppoſe 
otherwiſe, is to (6) ſuppoſe Inconſtancy in 
the divine Conduct, and that God has ori- 
ginally enabled ſome Men to attain higher 
Degrees of rational Perfection, (c and yet 
that 
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(a) Relig. of ns p. 213, 214. Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 
25,410. (5) P. 

(e The Fallacy 2 of ſome modern Writers 1 this Subjef 
ſeems to lye in this Suppoſition, that every individual Perſon muft 


have all the Hafpine/s human Nature, or an immortal Soul 7s 
ca- 


* for Propagati on of: the Goſpel, &c. ; 5 


that he will at laſt deny them Degrees of 
Happineſs, proportionate to their Perfe- 
Gion; (a) altho' every Imperfection muſt 
carry with it (I will not ſay) a proportion- 
able Unhappineſs, but muſt render a Man 
naturally incapable of the ſame Degree and 
Kind of Happineſs with another, who is 
more perſect in Knowledge, Reaſon, and 
Vertue. 

ALL that I have here ſaid to vindicate 
God's Goodneſs, in diſtributing a Variety of 
Gifts and Talents, and different Degrees of 
Happineſs among Men, holds only true, 
when they anſwer the wiſe Ends of his 
creating them, and preſerve that Upright- 
neſs and Perfection of Nature, with which 
every one now comes into the World, 
notwithſtanding the Fall of Adam, by al- 
ways living up to, and making the 
beſt Uſe they can, of their natural 
Light and Powers, in the particular Sta- 
tion and Circumſtances wherein Provi- 

C 2 dence 
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capable of, as if Men were to be judged, and rewarded in Species, 
without any Regard to their perſonal Capacities and Perfections, 
(Blount's Miſcel. p. 199. Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 199, 
393, 409. 24 Addreſs to the Inhabitants, p. 132 17.) which is 
an Error near akin to that, which places the Excellency of a 
Man, more in the external Shape of his Body, than the internal 
Perfections of his Soul, Locke's Eſſay, p. 3763 493. 

(a) Chriſtianity as old, &e. p. 22, 409. 
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dence ſhall place them ; but if they thro' 
Careleſneſs and Want of proper Attention 
fail in the Knowledge they might have, or 
thro' an evil and perverſe Spirit a& in 
wilful Oppoſition to that Degree of Know- 
ledge which they enjoy; if they will not 
hearken and obey; when God ſpeaks to 
them originally and clearly, by the Voice 
of Reaſon, by the Dictates of Conſcience, 
by the Order and Proportions of Things, 
by the Law of Nature, and the Courſe of 
Providence.—(And was not this the Caſe of 
an 7dolatrous, an unrighteous, and a de- 
bauched World? agreeably to the Teſti- 
mony of Scripture, (a) which hath con- 
cluded all under Sin.) Such Sinners then 
are evidently (5) without Excuſe, nor 
has a Deiſt any Pretence to plead with 
their Maker upon the Terms of natural 
Reaſon and Religion for (e extraordinary + 
Favours and Advantages, for ſupernatural 
Light and Power, which he is always at Li- 
berty to beſtow, as he thinks fit — There is too 
much 


_ 7 IT + ww 


(a) Gal. iii. 21. Rom. iii. 23.---X1. 32. 

) The Author of l by as old, &c. agrees with St. 
Paul, hat the Gentiles could not plead Ignorance of their Duty 
either to God or Man, and as ſinning againſt Knowledge, were 
inexcuſable, p. 51. 

(c) 2d Adareſs, p. 12. 
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much Reaſon to fear, that God in Juſtice may 
and will deny them a Continuance of thoſe 
his ordinary Favours they ſo groſly abuſe, 
ſince if they were to be tried by the Law 
of Nature, every Individual muſt plead 
(a) guilty, and every Mouth muſt be ſtopped, 
having nothing to ſay, why they ſhould 
not ſuffer the Sentence of Death, which 
by the Nature of Things, and the Ap- 
pointment of God, is the proper Puniſh- 
ment of Sin.—And that this was the Senſe 
of the Heathen World, I appeal to the 
univerſal Cuſtom of offering Sacrifices, 
which if not of divine Inſtitution, yet 
proves at leaſt, that thoſe who offer d them 
thought © that their Sins deſerved Pu- 
* niſhment, and that their own Lives 


e were juſtly forfeited by the Breach of 


God's Laws”. The Conſcience indeed 
of every Sinner no ſooner accuſes, but it 
condemns: and entertains no other Hope 
of eſcaping the Puniſhment, that every 
unreaſonable and wicked Action deſerves, 
but from the infinite Mercy of God ; and 
how far that can extend conſiſtently with 
the neceſſary Rules and Meaſures of his 
eternal Government of the Univerſe, in- 


C3 finite 


(a) Rom. 111. 19. 
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finite Wiſdom only (a) can determine. 80 
far we know for certain, that our beſt O- 
bedience being nothing more than was our 
Duty before any Tranſgreſſion, our Re- 
pentance afterwards cannot bring any ab- 
ſolute Obligation upon God to forgive, 
what in Wi/dom and Juſtice he ought to 
puniſh, and has threaten'd that he will do 
ſo. However, if W:i/dom ſhould determine 
him to be merciful to Men, and not to in- 
flict the Puniſhment juſtly due, and actually 
threatned ; yet it is one thing to pardon, 
and another to reward; and we muſt leave 
it to his undeſerved Goodneſs, under the 
Direction of infinite Wiſdom (without any 
certain Claim or Hope) to beſtow further 
Favours on us, eſpecially ſuch a Portion 
of Happineſs, as was at firſt a mere free 
Gift of his Grace, and then intended as 
an Encouragement and Reward to a per- 
fect and unſinning Obedience to his Laws. 
) Every Deviation from the Rules of right 
Reaſon muſt carry with it a proportionable 
Un- 


— 


— 
— — 


(a) Human Reaſon could not make Certain to Men the 
Pardon of Sin, without any Puniſhment of the Sinner.—85 
ſays the Author of a Plea for human Reaſen, p. 19. but this 
| Caſe is noſt judiciouſly and clearly Rated by the late Dr. Clarke 
in the xvi Sermon of bis 8 Vol. | 


(b) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 22. 
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— * 
Unhappineſs, ſo that whoever deviates, can I 
never have a Claim of Right to that Hap- | 
pine which belongs by Promiſe to Inno- 
cence, and conſummate Vertue only. Such 

as keep not their firſt Eſtate, can do no Ju 6. 
more than plead a fincere Repentance (if it 

be perfect as it ought to be) in abatement 

only of Puniſhment, but not as a real title 

to Reward; much leſs to eternal Happi- 

neſs, tho' our Souls are capable of it, as be- 

ing naturally immortal; and ſo, for ought 

we know, may be the Souls of Brutes. 

Now from theſe general Reflections on the 
Wiſdom, Fuſtice, and Goodneſs of Gop, as 
manifeſted in the Creation and Government 
of the World, we may, I think, fairly con- 
clude, that ſhould He be pleaſed to vouch- 
ſafe to Men the extraordinary and unme- 
rited Favour of any Revelation, and ſhould 
not then do, as much as he really did for 
the univerſal Promulgation of the Goſpel, 
yet it could be no juſt Objection to the Truth 
of it, (a) that it is not equally commu- 
nicated to all, as well as ſome; fince no 
Reaſon can be given, why God ſhould be 
at perfect Liberty to create a Variety and 
Inequality of rational Creatures, or to di- 
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(a) Cbriſtianity as old, &c. p. 10, Cc. 15. 
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ſtribute natural Light, and the Powers of 
Reaſon, in various degrees, and at ſundry 
times, to different Men, and to different 
Nations, which will not equally hold with 
regard to ſupernatural Light and Powers ; 
which will not equally juſtifie him in making 
Revelations that have the internal marks of 
Truth, at what Time, and in what Mea- 

| ſures, to what Nations, and to what Per- 

| ſons he pleaſeth, according to the Counſel of 

| his own Will, without acquainting us with 
| the particular Reaſons and Motives that 
| determine him ſo to act, any more in this 

Caſe, than in the other; for Reaſon ought 

to ſatisfie us in the one, and Miracles in 

the other, that he acts well and wiſely, 
tho' by Counſels unſearchable, and Ways paſt 
finding out by us at preſent; unleſs we 

weakly or arrogantly pretend to have, (a) 


or that we ought to have, as extenſive a 
Know- 


—— 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 384. —24 Addreſs to Inba- 
bitants, p. 12. wiſh this Writer would read over Mr. Wool- \, 
ſton, upon the exact Fitneſs of Time in - which Chriſt was 
manifeſted, for perhaps he may not think him a prejudiced Party, 
tho” he be a Chriſtian Prieſt Hi Words, p. 4, 5. are very ap- 
plicable to my purpoſe, when be anſwers the Objection of ſuch 
bY Unbelievers as conclude, © That human Reaſon alone 1s all the 
| * Rule we have for Religion, and that the Goſpel of Chriſt is but 

« the Device and Fable of Men, or the World had had it of old 
«+ time. Suppoſing. /ays he, that I could make no better _—— 
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Knowledge, as God himſelf of the whole 
Scheme, Order, or State of Things, that 
can any wiſe concern Mankind, in this, or 
another World. 

Bu r if the Deiſt will allow an Analogy 
of reaſoning, which in Matters of this kind 
is the only Help we have, and 'tis from 
that alone, we draw all the Grounds of 
Probability; he muſt either confeſs, that 
God may have as wiſe and good Reaſons 
for making as great an Inequality among 
Men, in theſe laſt Days, when he hath ſpo- 
ken to them by his Son, as when he ſpeaks 
himſelf by the Voice of Reaſon : or elſe 
he muſt complain of the God of the Gen- 
tiles, as well as of Jews and Chriſtians ; 


ſince *®tis manifeſt from all natural and pro- 
vi- 


*« this Objection, than to confeſs my Ignorance of the Wi/- 
© dom of God in the Choice of the Time for the Mifjon of 
&« his Son, yet Unbelievers ought not to triumph in the Ob- 
«« jection, nor think our Religion the leſs true. There are 
* many Diſpenſations of God in his Providence, that are 
% above the Reach of Man to diſcover the Reaſons of them. 
« So long as we believe the Being of Gad, we ought to pre- 
« ſume there is Wiſdom in his Providence.—So long as we 
% may be fully ſatisfied of Chriſt's Authority and Power ; of 
« the Dignity of his Perſon, and of the Excellency of his 
« Poctrine that was confirm'd by Miracles, we may very 
* reaſonably ſubmit ſome Things of his Religion to the in- 
« finite Wiſdom of God.” This might ſuffice in Anſwer to 
the Objection above, were theſe Men who make it, modeft and 
. humble — The Reaſons he adds afterwards have alſo their 
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vidential Appearances, that intellectual Per- 
fections are actually diſpenſed in a very 
unequal manner among Men, that they 
are not all furniſhed with the /ame Abili- 
ties or Opportunities of making like ra- 
tional Improvements, and conſequently 
(a) have not the Means of gaining the 
higheſt degrees of Perfection and Happineſs, 

whereof human Nature is capable. He 
muſt complain, that natural and moral 
Truths, as well as revealed, are not made 
known to all Men equally, but in different 
Degrees and Proportions — And indeed 
there would be no End of his Complaints; 
for if it (6) follows, that every Man is par- 
tially dealt with, nay, cruelly and unmerci- 
fully uſed by God, becauſe he is in want 
of thoſe advantageous Privileges of Nature, 
Reaſon, or Revelation, which he might 
have had, or of that Share of Perfection 
and Happineſs which is beſtowed on other 
rational Creatures, of his own, or other 
Species; he muſt go on upon the ſame 
Principle, to expoſtulate 'with his Maker, 
for not bringing him into the World with 
the perfect Uſe of his Reaſon, for not 


() 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 408. (5) P. 401. 


5 ForDropagation of the Goſpel &c. 4 3 


(a) implanting in bim all the Laus and 
Duties that ariſe from his Creation, for not 
making him an Angel, or, what (6) is much 
better, for not creating him ixfallible and 
zmpeccable.—He might inſiſt upon having 
all communicable Perfections, and to be 
I put out of the Poſſibility of making him- 
\ | ſelf miſerable, as he may do, unleſs God 
| has been ſo good to him, as to make his 
| ( c) Reaſon as certain and neceſſary a Guide 
to Happineſs, as Inſtinct 7s for irrational 
Creatures. — If it be true, (4) that the 
greater Perfections a rational Creature is 
; endowed with, the greater Degree of Hap- 
pineſs it is capable of; and (e) if God 
: could have no other Defign in creating 
t any Man than his Happineſs, it muſt fol- 
low, that if he deſerve the Character of a 


t Being of unlimited Benevolence, he muſt 
1 have diſcovered and given to every one 
r of us, every Thing that can be for our 
r Good; for not to do ſo, is to envy us the 
e higheſt Kinds and Degrees of Happineſs 


a 80 that upon theſe Principles and Rea- | 
ſonings, the Thing formed may for ever 3 
W Jay 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 4. (6) Mr. Locke's Ar- 
. fever to Complaints of 4 lite Nature, is very applicable, Eſſay, 
B. I. Chap. iv: Se. 12. (c) 2d Adar. p. 106. 
asold, &c. p. 22, 24. (e) P. 393, 15. 
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ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt thou 
made me thus, or dealt thus with me? - An- 
gels and Men muſt be perpetually (a) li- 
belling the impartial and univerſal Goodneſs 
of God: and nothing could content them, 
or juſtifie him in his Works of Creation 
and Providence, till they were all equally 
perfect, and neceſſarily happy; and then 
there could not be Liberty either in the 
Creature, or Creator; and conſequently, 
not that infinite Variety and Inequality of 
Beings, which a (5) modern Writer, after 
a great deal of Chicane, is forced to own to 
be neceſſary, to ſhew the great Extent of the 
Divine Goodneſs. 

AND indeed without this Conceflion, he 
muſt have run into this Abſurdity of Spi- 
02a, that from the Neceſſity of the Divine 
Nature only infinite Things can poſſibly ariſe ; 
nay, as it is, if he be uniformly true to his 
Principles, and their natural Conſequences, 
he has as much Reaſon to turn Atherft as 
Deiſt; for his Arguments, if they be of any 
Force, will prove that there is no God, or 
that (c) he is not good, nor loves Mankind 
for if he did do ſo, ſince Means (d) and 

| Ends 
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(a) ad Addr. p. 12. (6) pag. 12. Chriſtianity as old, Kc. 


97 (c) P. 388. 2 p. 196. Addreſs to the Inhab. p. 64. 
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« End were alike in bis Power,” and within 
his Knowledge, why did he © ordain ſuch 
« Means, as either were not ſufficient at firſt, 
« or in Proceſs of Time became in Fact 
% inſufficient, not anſwering the End for 


ö « which he intended them, unleſs he (a) of 
his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, did intend 
: the World ſhould be as zdolatrous, unrigh- 
* teous and debauched, as it really was, in 
- Principles and Practices. ()“ Is it not incum- 
„ bent upon thoſe,” who cry up the abſolute 
f Perfection of Reaſon, as it is in Men, © to 
r 4 ſhew how it is conſiſtent with the Notion 
0 of God's being univerſally benevolent, not 
Je © to have endowed all his Children equally 
« with it, ſince all have equal Need of it; 
ie for as all © Mankind are (c) Creatures of the 
i- « {ame Creator, and Fellow Creatures with 
ne one another, muſt not all their religious 
es Duties be the ſame ? and if they be the 
Us e ſame, what equally concerns all, muſt be 
es, e equally knowable by all.” (4) © Was it not 
as « then as eaſie for Gop, for the Sake of this 
ny * noble End, to have communicated this 
or % Knowledge to all Nations and Perſons,” as 
d ; to few; to the Hottentots of Soldania, as 
nd | to 
ds | 
W {a) 2d. Addr. p. 10. Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 375. (6) 
PR YY , 196. (c) p. 197. (a) p. 196. 
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to the Philoſophers of Greece and Rome, 
(a)which he might have done, by imprinting 
on the Minds of all, an adequate Idea of 
himſelf, and by ſtamping there, in fair and 
indelible Characters, all that Men ought to 
know or believe of him ; all that they 
ought to do in Obedience to his Will. 
— This, no doubt, every one will think 
better for Men, than that they ſhould be 
left to the Trouble of employing the ra- 
tional Faculties of their Minds, () in Or- 
der to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood, 
and to diſcover Truths of the highe/t Conſe- 
quence to their eternal, as well as tempo- 
ral Happineſs; when at the ſame Time 
'tis evident that all Men are not indued 
with the ſame Faculties and Capacities, 
nor have they all equally afforded to them, 
the ſame Means and Opportunities of ar- 
riving to equal Perfection in natural, moral, 
or religious Knowledge, (c) © If Gop atall 
Times was willing all Men ſhould come to 
« the Knowledge of his Truth, could not his 
infinite Wiſdom and Power at all times 
find Means ſufficient” and effectual to ſuch 
a Knowledge ?—Shall we ſay, that he who 
* had the framing of human Underſtand- 

« ings, 


— — 


(a) Locke's E Gay, p. 38, 41, 42. (5) Chriſtianity as old 
&C. p. 11. (c) p. 4, 106. | 
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" ings, as well as his own Laws, did not 
* know how to adjuſt the one to the o- 
* ther? or that © being finitely power- 
“ful, he could not bring every thing to paſs 
© which he defigns for any end. 
* IF God never (a) intended Mankind 
«* ſhould at any Time be without Religion, 
* or have falſe Religions, and there can be 
6 but one ab/olutely perfect, and true Re- 
“ ligion, the Means to effect this End of 
« infinite Wiſdom, muſt be as univerſal 
| « and extenſive as the End itſelf, and all 
Men at all Times, and in all Places, 
© muſt have had Means” alike ſufficient 
to diſcover that only true, and abſolutely 
| perfect Religion, () Kall their religious 
“Duties being the ſame. — But how true 
this is in Fact of the Religion of Nature, 
I appeal to thoſe Gentlemen, who now 
| and then, to ſerve another turn, rejoice 
and triumph in deſcribing the barbarous 
) | Ignorance of Hottentots, or ſome poor In- 
; dian Nations. — Surely they are not all 
| 
| 
J 


wilful Corrupters of the Light of Reaſon, 
and without any poſſible Excuſe, for not 
diſcovering and practiſing all the Duties of 
that only true and abſolutely perfect Reli- 
gion of Nature, which has of late been 
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. by a moſt able Philoſopher, 8 
had Aſſiſtance from all the Improvements 
that have been made in reaſoning by the 
Light of Revelation; and who will tell 
us, that many, if not all in the Heathen 
World, (a) © ſet out in Life from ſuch 
« poor Beginnings of Knowledge, and grew 
up under ſuch Remains of Superſtition” 
and Ignorance, ſuch Influences of Com- 
_ « pany and Faſhion, &c. that it is no Won- 
der, it their Minds come to be overcaſt 
e with thick Prejudices, ſcarce penetrable 
* by any Ray of Truth, or Light of Rea- 
ſon.” (6) If it be ſaid, that their Gop in 
the Day of Judgment will mercifully con- 
ſider the unhappy Circumſtances they were 
in, and accept them, provided they are ſincere, 
according to what they have, and not accord- 
ing to what they have not. — This is true; but 
then this Anſwer will not ſatisfie an Atheiſt, 
becauſe he will alſo further ask, (c)“ if Gop 
always acts for the Good of his Creatures, 
and at all times intends Mankind that Hap- 
pineſs their Nature is capable of; what 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why he ſhould 
not give to all of them, at all times, the 
| | very 


A. * 


— - w 4 


(a) Relig. of Nat. p. 179. ( This is whas Tully es 
1 pon FA Taser. Diſput. Lib. iii. C. 1-4. (c Chriftta- 
nity as old, &c. p. 393, 408, 379. 8 


6 


II F.FY 


a Papmann of: the G 22 &c. 4 9. 


o 4 very fame Means of obraining it, and diſ- 
cover to them, whatever is alike the Duty, 
and for the Good of all; and chat too; 
**after the ſame plain Manner,” ' as if he 
had miraculouſly conveyed the Goon Ideas 
and Notzons to all People.“ Why does 
he not (a) immediately ¶uminate them all, 
% with ſo clear and diſtin? a Light, as to 
* make them attend to, as well as percerve 
* all thoſe eternal Truths, which are the 
“Foundation of human Knowledge and 
Happineſs? — And if enligbtening be not 


ſufficient to make Men good, as well as 


wiſe, (5) © why did not Gov, (unleſs he act 
* out of Spite and Hatred) do what would 
* have been in Effect ſufficient to hayg hin- 
e dred them from falling into, and continu- 


“ ing from Age to Age, in aideplorable, if 


* not deſtructive State of Ignorance, Error, 
. and Corruption?”--for is He, (c)“ who does 
* not hinder a Miſchief when it is in his 
* Power, much better than he who does it?“ 
d) And © where is the Difference, in Relation 
* to the Goodneſs of Gop, and the Happi- 
«.neſs of Mankind, between Gop's creating 
them in a State of univerſal Degeneracy 
«and Corruption, and his permitting them 


6 to fall into it, which his infinite Wiſdom 
ee eee 


a Chrifienit as lc de. p. 11. (+ 399, 211; 
1 388. 01. WS. 


* 


- 


("0 
. 
* 
Be 
9 
I 
=} 
7 
* 
Al 
oy 


2 A Sermon before the Foci ety _ 


«c could not but foreſee? And if it did nol not 


| foreſee, yet (a) © why were not all Defects 


* ſupply'd as ſoon as diſcovered? for the 


— 


* ſooner this was done, the greater would 


* his Goodneſs appear to be.” Why did he 
not () preſcribe an immediate and effettual 
Remedy to the Diſeaſe? — If he could 


not prevent, yet © why did he not put a; 


*.Stop to any thing he diſliked ?” Why did 
he ſuffer all Natiohs to walk in their 
own Ways, in the Ways of Ignorance and 
Error, Superſtition and. Vice, unleſs this 
be the State (c) God of his infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs defigned they ſhould be in? 


I have been the longer * upon this 
Subject, that it might fully and clearly ap- 


pear, that the' Arguings of thoſe, . who 


have at any Time denied the Being of 
God, and of his Providence, are the (4) 


| very 
* * 


| (a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. 399, 393. 5 Lei 


393- (c) 275. 24 Addreſs, 7. 10. 
* 1 hope the Socket, who ordered me to print the Sermon I 


preached before them, will with the ſame Candour excule me 
for making ſuch Additions to it in ſeveral Places, as ſeemed 


nece/ary to do Juſtice to /o important a Subject, and to give 1 ]] 


eren Reaſonings on it their utmoſt Force. 

(4) Thus Cotta the Academic attacks God and bis Provi- 
dence upon Epicurean Principles, and proves, that Reaſon in 
particular could never be the Gift of God : or that God was 


unkind and cruel in giving it to Men, unleſs it had been more +. 


perfect in it/elf, and not liable to moſt fatal Abuſes, which if 


foreſcen, ought to have been prevented by him. Satius fuerity 


nullam c 2 nobis a 2s immortalibus datam efle rationems 
quam 


* 


. „% een eee, 


_ — LS. 


>. 


. Nat. Deor. L. iii. 


urg d againſt Chriſtianity.— The only true 
and abſolutely perfect Religion of Nature, is 


no leſs affected by them than the Goſpel of 


Chrift, as not being equally and univerſally 
known, and a like plain, to the whole Race of 


Mankind, at all Times, and in all Places; and 


be the Cbriſtian Revelation, true or falſe, yet 
the Creator and Governor of the Univerſe 


will be alike liable to their Cenſure, for 


not interpoſing in a ſupernatural Manner to 


(a) recover Mankind out of a State which 


rational Creatures muſt own to be dege- 
D 2 nerate 


" * . 5 91 0 
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quam tanta cum pernicie datam. — Si nent, voluntaſque Divina 


id circo conſuluit hominibus, quod iis largita eſt ratimem, 
iis ſolis conſuluit quos bona ratione donavitz quos vide- 
mus, ſi modo li ſunt, eſſe prrpances. Non placet auterp 
pantis a Diis immortalibus eſſe conſultum, ſequitur ergo, at 
nemini fit conſultum — Sed urgetis identidem hominum 


iſtam cu/pam, non Deorun Contra Deum licet diſputare libe- 


riuz=Eam dediſſes hominibus Rationem, que vitia, culpamgz 


excluderet.— Sic veſtra iſta Providentia reprehendenda, que ra- 


imm dederit iis, quos ſcierit eũ perverſe & improbe uſuros. 
Nift forte dicitis eam neſciſſe. Utinam equidem ! ſed non au- 
debitis ; non enim Gero, quanti ejus Numen putetis. Cicero 

. 27, 28, 31.— fo the ſame purpoſe do the 
Epicurean Atheiſts argue in Lactantius, de 1r4 Deorum, and in 


© -Cudworth's Inte/left. Sytem, p. 78.— But whoever is willi 


e fee how 2 in every reſpe, either they, or the Mani- 
-. Cheans correſpon 
- bis Objeftions to the Truth of Chriſtianity, may conſult Many. 
- Bayle's Difionaire Hiftorique and Critique, under the follvwin 


with the Author of Chriſtianity as old, &c, in 


oel, Epicure, Manicheens, Pauliciens, and Pyrrhon, as alſo 


in bis E ziſements ſur les Athees, c. Vol. iv. 
e Chriftianity as old, &c. p. 401. 


„ 
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| very ſame almoſt in V ords, as well a8 in el 


 Efef?, with thoſe which have been lately 
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nerate and corrupted; and to replace them 
in a State ſuitable to the original Dignity .” 
and Exceltency of their Nature; ſince the 
common Powers of Reaſon, with all the 
Aſſiſtances of Philgſophy, had never, nor 
were ever likely to have ſo good an Effect, 
as to make Men as perfect and excellent 
as they ought to be, which nevertheleſs it 
muſt have done, ſay ſome, (a) if God had 
intended this effeft. So that if a Deiſt be not 
really an Atbeiſt in his Heart, he will 
ſcarce fail to ſee, that the ſame Reaſons, 
which will juſtifie God in making an in- 
finite Variety and Inequality of Creatures, 
in giving to Men different Faculties and 
Capacities of Soul, and different Oppor- 
tunities of exerciſing and improving them, 
or even in leaving (6) them for 4000 Years 
together, to the Conſequences of an im- 
perfect, prejudiced, or perverted Reaſon ; 
will equally juſtifie him in not making the 
Chriſtian Revelation ſooner, in not commu- 
nicating the real Bleſſing of it to all Nations, 
and to every Perſon: and then conſtraining 
them to become thereby, what they may 
be, wiſer and better, than they could pro- 
bably, or poſſibly have been without it. 
Bur tho' I may thus plead in Behalf 
; of 


—— ” Wy . * tA. * FF AL ——— _——_ 


——— 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &. p. 402. P. 401. 
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of the Chriſtian Revelation, yet we have 
great Reaſon to believe that the Mercies of 
"God in Chriſt Jeſus, will be as extenſive 

as human Race, and that thro' him ſhall 

all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. —For 

tho' the Scriptures of the New Teſtament 

are not explicit in declaring what ſhall be 
the future State of thoſe who never heard 
the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, yet there 

are many Paſlages, from whence we may 
reaſonably conclude, that Gop will ex- 
tend the Redemption and Salvation pur- 

i Chaſed by his Son to all Men, who ever were, 
are, or ſhall be, if they live up (human In- 
| firmities excepted) to the Knowledge and 
© Advantages they enjoy, whether by the 
Light of Nature, the Law of Moſes, or 


; the Goſpel of Cbriſt. But had the Scri- 
. ptures been entirely filent in the Caſe, yet 
j this could have been no Objection to their 
e divine Original, becauſe they are ſuppoſed 
2 to concern ſuch only, as have the Goſpel 


5, preached to them, and may therefore leave 
8 5 all others, in the ſame State, in which De- 
y % defire to be left, to the Conjectures 
I, of natural Reaſon, and the uncovenanted 

* Mercies of God. 
If Tur Caſe indeed is otherwiſe, and it 
of gught methinks to raiſe the Value of Chri- 


* * | D 3 fi- 
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Traue among Deiſts themſelves, chat it | 
gives its Profeſſors more certain, and plea» - 
ſing Hopes of the future State of ſuch 
among their Fellow Creatures, as are not 
here ſo happy as themſelves —The Works 
of Nature proclaim the Viſdom and Power 
of God; but tis his peculiar Care of Man- 
kind, moſt eminently diſcovered in the 
Diſpenſation of the Geſpel, that (a) gives 
us @ wonderful and ſurprixing ſenſe of bis 
inexhauſtible Love for all; of his infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy, even towards thoſe, 
who, on Account of their Diſobedience, 
are 0 more worthy to be called his Sons; 
for from hence we learn, that the very 
Motive of ſending his only Son into the 
World, was not a Love to any particular 
People, or Nation, but that he might be 
() the Saviour of the World. And accor- 
Fon. v. dingly St. Paul, in a ſet Diſcourſe, extends 
the Benefits of his Death, as far as the 
Miſeries of Adam's Fall, to che whole 
Seed of the Woman, that is, to every Man; 
for which Reaſon it is elſewhere faid, + 
that (c) He, by the Grace of God, taſted 
Death for every Man; and his (d) Death 
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600 Chrifianity a: old, &c. p. 15. (6) Jobs wi, 17. 
iv. 42. xii. 47. 1 Jobn iv. 14. (c) Heb. ii. 


(4; Jobs 29. Rem. iii. 25. 1 Tim. ii. G. Heb. ix. Juri. 2. 


- 0 — 


= - N — — e - * N = 2 
WOES ASE „ 7 - 
- N 


— — — * 
for Propagation of the Goſpel, &c. 5.5 
is often ſpoken of, as in lieu of all the Sa- 
criſces that were ever offered, and as a 
real and full Propitiation, not only for the 
Sins of Chriſtians, but for the Sins of the 
whole World, nay, as a Ranſom for all Men, 
without Diſtinction or Exception. It is 
thro' him, who is likewiſe the (a) one Me- 
diator between God and Men, that all ( 
Sins will be forgiven ; and that all who 
have finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of 
God, ſhall be (c) reconciled ro him upon 
Repentance, and be deemed fo far (d) righ- 
teous in his Sight, as not only to e/cape the 
Puniſhment they deſerved, but to regain 
what in Juſtice they had forfeited, his (e) 
Peace and Favour, and the free Gift of 
eternal FJ) Life. 

From which Paſſages, I cannot but think 

it evident, that the Eficacy of what Chriſt, 
who ( 7 ) verily. was fore ordained before the 
Foundation of the World, did and ſuffered 
in the Fleſh, in the Fulneſs of Time, may 
and will extend to all the Poſterity of 
D 4 Adam, 


a) 1Tim. ü. 5. (6b) Luke xxiv. 7. As xiii. 38. Epb. i. 7. 
84 14. 1 Toby { , (c) Rom. v. 10. Eph. ii. - Col. 4 
20. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. (4) Rom. iii. 24. v. 9, 17. Vili. 30. 1 
Cor. vi. 11. 2 Cor. v. 21. (e) As x. 36. Rom. v. 1. Eph. i. 
6.43, 14, Kc. Col. i. 20. (f) Rom. vi. 23. 1 Joh. iv. 9. 1 
Fob. v. 11. 2 Tim. i. 10. C) 1 Pet. & 20. 


- 


* : 


ee 5 rr Eaton, aaa 


Ix . 
s 


. - 
—— 


4 — _ - ws 
—S. 2 


5 = 4 . - of 
. —— JOY GTO” 2" IO, — —ꝛ——— — 


— 


— 2 
—_— 


cf * — 7 + 7 - * - 
— — bi. % 


K 


3 
* 
** = 
. 
WD 
" : 
+ 
LY 
<< - 
2 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
„* 
** 
Yo . 
G, 4 
be” 
1 
* 
8 
* * 
TY 
wi”? 
"I 
% 


* 
——— 2 _ 


- wry # N 
E Wr 
1 5 4 —_ > + 4 
w « = <6 * 8 2 


>. 
—»-— — ——_ OR. - * * 3 4 


A Sermon before the 05M 


aw, in every Age and Country, even 
tho' we ſuppoſe: them to have no Hope 
from the Promiſes God made to Adam and 
Abraham It ſeems to have been always 
the wiſe Purpoſe of God (a), to gather to- 
gether in one all Things in Chriſt, both which 
are in Heaven, and which are in Earth, even 
in him: who by the Sacrifice of himſelf once 
offered, tho' in the End of the World, had 
made ſuch an Atonement for ſinful Men, as 
that his Father might, conſiſtently with 
the Character of a wiſe and righteous Go- 
vernor of the Univerſe, and his irrecon- 
cileable Hatred to Sin, do what his Good- 
neſs and Mercy inclin'd him to, that is, 
to accept their fincere Repentance, join'd 
to an imper ect Righteouſneſs, inſtead of that 
abſolute Perfection, and Obedience, which 
were requir'd by the Law of Nature ; and 
then renew unto them his own free Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life. And hence it 1s, that 
I believe, that not only (b) Abraham, Tjaac, 
and Jacob, and all the Prophets, ſhall be 


admitted into the Kingdom of God: but 


that many ſhall come from the Eaſt and 
Weſt, even all in every Nation, without 
Reſpect of Perſons, who have feared God, 


and 


* — 
„ * 


j {a) Eph. 1. 10, &c. (3) Luke xiii, 28, 29. Ad, x. 34. HA 


E 
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and wrought Righteouſneſs to the beſt of 
their Knowledge and Abilities, whether 
under the Light of Reaſon or Revelation: 
and be received at the laſt Day by Chriſt, 
the Judge of all, their Mediator and Re- 
deemer, into that everlaſting State of Happi- 
ne, (a) which was prepared for them by his 
Father, from the Foundation of the World. 

Bur tho' there will be one everlaſting State 
of Happineſs common to them all, and that 
State obtained thro' the Mercies of God in 
Chriſt Feſus; yet it does not follow, that (5) 
all Mankind at all Times muſt be put upon a 
Level with relation to their future Happineſs, 
any more than it will follow, that as rational 
Beings, they muſt be equal in Happineſs 
unto the Angels, nay, unto Gop himſelf, 
altho' they will 4] live together in Heaven, 
It cannot be in the Nature of Things 
that the wi/eſt and beſt among the Hea- 
thens, ſuch as Socrates and Plato, ſhould 
have no greater Degree, or other kind of 


Hap- 


(a) Matt. xxv. 34. The Thoughts of Dr. Clarke apon this 
Subject, are ſo judicious, and worthy of the Reader's Notice, that 
1 e defire him to look into thoſe Places of the Do&or's 
Sermons 1 have here referr'd to, Vol. ii. p. 207. Vol. iv. p. 250, 


255, Vol. v. p. 23, 31, 146.-The Force of theſe Truths did 


once make like * ons on Mr. Woolſton's Mind, ſo that he 

allows, that God, by the Goſpel of Chriſt, has made Pro- 
e viſion for the Salvation of the Ages before, as well as of 
thoſe after Chriſt's Miſſion“. See his exa# Fitneſs of Time, 
Ke. 5. 97, 98. (6) Chriſtianity as eld, &e. p. 417. 
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Adam, in every Age and Country, even 


tho' we ſuppoſe: them to have no Hope 
from the Promiſes God made to Adam and 
Abraham — It ſeems to have been always 
the wiſe Purpoſe of God (a), to gather to- 
gether in one all Things in Chriſt, both which 
are in Heaven, and which are in Earth, even 
in him: who by the Sacrifice of himſelf once 
offered, tho' in the End of the World, had 
made ſuch an Atonement for finful Men, as 
that his Father might, conſiſtently with 
the Character of a wiſe and righteous Go- 
vernor of the- Univerſe, and his irrecon- 
cileable Hatred to Sin, do what his Good- 
neſs and Mercy inclin'd him to, that is, 
to accept their /incere Repentance, join'd 
to an imperfect Righteouſneſs, inſtead of that 
abſolute Perfection, and Obedience, which 
were requir'd by the Law of Nature; and 
then renew unto them his own free Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life. And hence it 1s, that 
I believe, that not only (5) Abraham, Tjaac, 
and Jacob, and all the Prophets, ſhall be 
admitted into the Kingdom of God: but 
that many Shall come from the Eaſt and 
Weſt, even all in every Nation, without 
Reel of Perſons, who have feared God, 


and's 


— _ * 2 
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(a) Eph. 1 10, &c. 7 Take xiii, 28, 29. AAX. 34 55 
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and wrought Righteouſneſs to the beſt of 


FC their Knowledge and Abilities, whether 


under the Light of Reaſon or Revelation: 
and be received at the laſt Day by Chriſt, 
the Judge of all, their Mediator and Re- 
deemer, into that everlaſting State of Happi- 
" neſs, (a) which was prepared for them by bis 
Father, from the Foundation of the World. 
Bur tho' there will be one everlaſting State 
of Happineſs common to them all, and that 
State obtained thro' the Mercies of God in 
Chrift Feſus ; yet it does not follow, that (5) 
all Mankind at all Times muſt be put upon a 
Level with relation to their future Happineſs, 
any more than it will follow, that as rational 
Beings, they muſt be equal in Happineſs 
unto the Angels, nay, unto Gop himſelf, 
altho' they will 4/ live together in Heaven, 
It cannot be in the Nature of Things 
that the wiſeſt and beſt among the Hea- 
thens, ſuch as Socrates and Plato, ſhould 
have no greater Degree, or other kind of 


Hap- | 


(a) Matt. xxv. 34. The Thoughts of Dr. Clarke upon this 
Subject, are ſo judicious, and worthy of the Reader's Notice, that 
1 r defire him to look into thoſe Places of the Doctor 
Sermons ] have here referr'd to, Vol. ii. p. 207. Vol. iv. p. 250, 
2255, Vol. v. p. 23, 31, 146.— e Force of theſe Truths did 

once mate like Im . on Mr. Woolſton's Mind, ſo that be 

allows, that „by the Goſpel of Chriſt, has made Pro- 
« viſion for the Salvation of the Ages before, as well as of 
«thoſe after Chriſt's Mifhon”, See his ea Fitneſs of Time, 
Ke. 5. 97, 98. (5) Chriſtianity as old, &e. p. 417. | 
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Happineſs, than an Hottentot or er Changeling; ; 


Happineſs, no doubt, muſt vary, in pro- 
portion to the natural, and moral Per- 
fections of Creatures; and tho' every Man 
ſhall be hereafter as happy as he ought, 
or can in Reaſon expect to be, yet Sarnts, 
like Stars in Heaven, may differ from each 
other in Rank and Glory; and the meaneſt 
Chriſtian Believer, without claiming any 
extraordinary Favour or Merit (a) from his 
Relation unto Chriſt, may there take Place 
of the wiſeſt Philoſopher, if he excel him in 
true Wiſdom and Vertue, as he can ſcarce 
fail to do, if he will but let his Religion 
baue its perfect Work, for it will make 
bim perfect and entire, wanting no moral 
Accompliſhments, that it is poſſible for 
him to gain in this hefe State of Tryal. 
For (5) which Reaſon, the actual Knowledge 
of the Goſpel, (even tho' all good Men may 
reap without it a real Benefif from what 
Chriſt hath done and ſuftered for them) is 
in itſelf the moſt defireable and valuable of 
human Bleſſings, and moſt worthy to be re- 
ceived with all Gratitude and Thankfulneſs 
to God, whenever he ſhall pleaſe, in the 
Wiſdom of his Providence, to beſtow upon 
them ſo ineſtimable a Talent; which, if 

em- 


YH —— 


00 2. 408, 409. (4) 5. 41. 


for Propagation of the Coſpel, &c. 59 


employed aright, will naturally advance 
them, by continual Improvements in true 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to the higheſt De- F 
grees of human Perfection and Happineſs, 1 
even ſuch as come the neareſt to Angelical 2 
and Divine. Which Conſideration alone 3 
would determine me to diſcharge the Bu- 1 
ſineſs of my by 
III. Third Head, and to preſs upon all 
Chriſtians, the difterent Obligations they 2 
lie under at this Day, according to their A 
reſpective Opportunities and Abilities, 70 C 
make the Goſpel known to all Nations for bs 
the Obedience of Faith. The Commiſſion 15 
of my Text indeed ſeems to be directed to 8 
the Apoſtles only, but as they neither did, 7 
nor could preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 5 
ture; the Reaſons of it, ſupported by (a) 7 
parallel Places, and the Nature of the oo 
Thing, will reach every Chriſtian in every 5 
Age, unto the End of the World; we ſhould 2 
then remember, that the Promiſe of the Goſ- 5 
pel is not only unto us, and to our Children, * 
but to all that are afar off, even to as many 9 
as the Lord our God ſhall, in infinite Wiſdom br 
and Goodneſs, call by Means natural, or 7 
ſupernatural: J only wiſh, our Zeal mw ' 
* | 
_ ' 


(a) Mat. xxviü. 19, 20. Luke xxiv, 47. At ü. 39. 
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divine and charitable a Work, was equal 
to that of the firſt Preachers, or any wile 
proportionate to the Motives that ſhould 
engage us init, to the Abilities we have, 
and to the Opportunities that offer ; for the 
Love of God in Chriſt, is not now more 
confined, than it was hen; The intrinſic 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Revelation can- 
not be altered by Climates or Seaſons, and. 
the Advantages and Bleſſings of it muſt 
be at all Times, and in all Places the ſame ; 
moiſt conducive to the Glory of God, and 
to the Happineſs of Men, both temporal and 
eternal: and notwithſtanding the SHici- 
ency, or Perfection of human Reaſon, the 
Gentile World ſtill fits in Darkneſs, and 
the Shadow of Death, and is as ignorant, as 
tdolatrous, and as vicious as ever. — The 
glad Tidings of the Goſpel, therefore, muſt 
be equally welcome, and Matter of great 
Foy to all People; whatever is a Benefit» 
and a Bleſſing to us, muſt be equally fo to 
others: and therefore all Chriſtians ſtand 
now as much oblig'd by Duty to their great 
Lord and Maſter, and by Charity to the 
43s xxvi, Souls of their Fellow-Creatures, to ſupply 
18. their Wants, and to fulfil their Foy by do- 
ing what they can, 70 open their Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
| from 


15 or Propagation of the Goſpel, &c. 61. 


from the Power of Satan unto God, that 
ll they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
know all the exceeding great and precious 2 Tim. i. 


Promiſes, which have been given to us by © 4 

| God thro' Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed Death, 4 
and hath brought Life and Immortality to 5 
perfect Light through the Goſpel. "; 
THERE is indeed a peculiar Reaſon to $ 

excite us of this Nation to a Work of 

ſuch unſpeakable Charity, a Charity ever 1 
neceſſary, and moſt like to that, which 4 
brought the Son of God himſelf into the 7 
World; if it be evident, that there are 72 


many, (a) if not a Combination of Perſons 
among us, who ſpare no Subtlety or Pains 
to. root out Chriſtianity at home, and to 4 
ſpread Infidelity abroad, with the Vigilance, 


the Malice, and the Cunning of that A- 1 Jobs ü. 
8 


poſtate Spirit, whoſe Kingdom the Son of i 
God was manifeſted, on purpoſe to deſtroy. . 
In ſuch Circumſtances, for any Chriſtian 4 
to 1 

(a) There ſeems to be a formed Deſign among ſome in T 

% England, to make us irrecoverably worſe, both in Principles 1 * 
* and Behaviour; at leaſt ſeveral Books adapted to that End, v# 
« have of late been ſcattered over all our Colonies ; ſuch as, 5 
« The Rights of the Chriſtian Church aſſerted, and the De- 17 
« fence of it ; The Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Reli- 9 
« gion ; Ye Fable of the Bees; Lyon's Infallibility of human 4 
% Judgment; Many of the Socinian Trats; Woolſton's Diſ- : 14 
* courſes; The London- Journals; ſuch as that of April 26. Wh 
« this Year, and other Performances of the ſame Tendency.” «| 
See a Letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Lenden, i. 


from an Inhabitant of the Leeward-I/lands, p. 71. | 
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to be unconcerned or unactive, is to give 


ſome Weight to the Objection made by 


Unbelicvers, that our Religion is not uni- 


verſal, and to betray the Cauſe of Gop, 
and of his Chriſt; nay, not to exert his 


utmoſt Abilities in its Defence and Propa- 


gation, will, in the Day of Judgment, ap- 


pear to be a ſcandalous, and inexcuſable 


' Breach of bis Duty, and his Truſt We 


ſhould indeed, if we were as wiſe in our 


Generation as the Children of this World, 


endeavour what we can to carry, and plant 
the Goſpel in the new-diſcovered Continent 
of America, that we may have ſome Place 
to flee into, an Aſylum from perſecuting 
Tnfidels, if God in juſt Judgment ſhould 
permit it to be loſt in Europe, as he did 
heretofore in Afia and Africa; giving us 
over to the very ſame (a) Inventions, which 
changed the Truth of God into a Lie, and 
made the Gentiles to walk in the Vanity 
(tho' they called it Viſdom) of a reprobate 
Mind, that by Reaſon of an ill Uſe was 

ſcarce able to diſcern Good from Evil, 
AND it is, I am ſure, in the Power 
of every Chriſtian, not to hinder the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, in any wiſe; nay, we can all 
do ſomewhat to promote its Intereſts; 
we 


(a) Eccleſ. vii. 29. Rom. i. 21, &c. 


* 


P 
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we can all daily pray for its Enlarge- 
ment; we can all live as becometh the Re- 
ligion we profeſs, and ſet off every Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine and Grace with the en- 
gaging Luſtre of a good Example... In 
this ſenſe every Traveller, or Trader in- 
to Pagan Countries, ſhould be an Apo- 


file and Evangeliſt: and ſuch as ſettle 


there in our Colonies and Plantations, 
ſhould in their Temper and their Pra- 
ctices diſcover the true Spirit of the G, 
fel; they ſhould be Chriftian Maſters, 
treating their Heathen Slaves not as Beaſts 
of Burden, but as Fellow-Creatures : 
and above all, they ſhould avoid ſuch 
baſe, and wicked Arts of Trafficking, as 
Men of moral Honeſty abhor.— Theſe are 
Debts, which they owe in 7uftice, as well 
as Duty to God, and the Revelation of 
his Son; that both be not Blaſphemed thro 
them, among the (a) Deiſts at Home, as 
well as the (0% Gentiles abroad; ſome of 
whom have been ready to “ refuſe Hea- 


© ven 
= 


— — —_— 


(a) Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 404, 405. ad Addreſs to the 

Inhabitants, &c. p. 26. A Letter to Dr. Rogers, p. 60, &c. 

(5) Barthol. de Cafis Epiſcopi Narratio Crudelit. Hiſpano- 
rum —Dr. Harris's Collection of Voyages, Vol. I. p. 798.4 
Preliminary Diſcourſe to an Account of the Daniſh Miſfion in the 
Eaſt-Indies, p. 24. Kolben's Preſent State of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 
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« yen itſelf in Chriſtian Company: and 
to believe, that © the God of the Chri- 
ce ſtians is the worſt of Gods, becauſe 
te they ſee his Worſhippers to be the 
“ worſt of Men, and to bring over ſuch 
« Vices and Immoralities, as were never 
% named among them“. 

Asto Chriſtian Princes,they ſhould,to f peak 


in the prophetic Style, be nur ſing Fathers, and 


nurſing Mothers of their Religion, and be as 
affettionately defirous to ſupport and ſpread 
it, as to extend their Empire, or enlarge 
the Commerce of their People. But then 
this Character of them can never inti- 
mate, that they ſhould ſer up Chriſt as 

Competitor with Mabomet, by. renewing whe 
Attempts to regain the Ground Chriſtianity 
has loſt, by the moſt wicked Arts of 
worldly Policy, and by Wars, which it 
ſhocks me to call Holy: or that they 
ſhould ever ſettle or maintain it in its 
Poſſeſſions by Fanizaries, Inquijitors, and 
Dragoons, or ſuch Methods of Violence and 
elty, as its greateſt Enemies have uſed 
to ſuppreſs and deſtroy it.— The Vea- 

pons of their Warfare ſhould be Spirituals 

and not Carnal, ſuch as are ſuitable to 
the Genius and Spirit of the Goſpel; their 


Power and Authority ſhould be employed 
in 


for Propagation if the Goſpel, &c. 65 3 


in giving Countenance, Life and Vigour to 
all wiſe and good Deſigns, and in enabling the 
well- diſpoſed to ſend forth a great Company 
of Preachers, armed indeed, but with tbe Ar- 
mour of God, having their Loyns girt about 
with Truth, and having on the Breaſt-plate 
of Righteouſneſs, and their Feet ſhod with 
the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace; and 
above all, taking the Shield of Faith, the 
Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the 
Spirit, wh:ch is the Word of God. They 
ſhould in all things copy after the Royal 
Examples of thoſe Sovereigns (a), who have 
eſtabliſhed, encouraged, or ſupported this 
Society... Examples, I hope, that will ne- 
ver fail to have the Influence they ought 
among their Subjects, and excite through- 
out the Nation, what is almoſt dead and 
gone, thro' the Lukewarmneſs of ſome, 
and the Iniquity of many, a ſincere Love 
and Zeal for true Religion and Virtue, 

As it is to our Foreign Plantations in 
Heathen Countries, that we owe in good 
Meaſure (b) the Wealth and Glory of this 


Kingdom ; ſo our Merchants ought to 
I look 


— 


— 


(4) See the Preface to Dr. Humphreys's Hi gorical Around: 
A Letter to the Lord Biſhop of London, p. . 5 
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look upon all (a) Improvements in Navi- 
gation, and the vaſt Returns of an advan- 
tageous Trade, as ſo many new Talents 
committed to their Truſt, whereby they are 
enabled to convey the Knowledge of God, 
and of his Chriſt, to every Place, from the 
riſing, to the ſetting of the Sun This is the 
trueſt Way of honouring God with the Sub- 
ſtance they thus get, as well as the beſt 
and moſt laſting Charity to Men. Plant- 
ing of the Goſpel ſeems indeed a Debt of 
common Juſtice to a People, who are in 
a deplorable State of Ignorance and Error, 
as well as the moſt Chri/tian Return and 
Export, which Merchants can make to the 
Countries that enrich them; and will 
when their Lord rechoneth with them for 
their Talents, be of more Worth than all 
their other Plantations, or the immenſe 
Treaſures they receive from them. 

Ir it be asked in what manner they 
may employ their Wealth, and in what 
Channels their Charity may flow to ſuch 
diſtant Parts, without Danger of being 

ſe- 


— — — 


(a) Nothing can be more juſt or proper, than the Advice : & 
Grotins 7 his Countrymen, Itaque ſumpto exordio a laude 
10% Gentis, que navigandi ſolertid cæteras facile vincat, 
excitavi eos, ut hic arte, tanquam divino beneficio, non ad 
ſuum tantum queſtum, ſed ad ver, hoc eft, Chriſtianæ Re- 
ligimis propagationem, uterentur, De Veritate, Chriſt. Rel. 


p. 3. | | 


\ 
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ſecreted or loſt. Let them look into 
the (a) Annual Accounts of this Corpora- 
tion, which are made publick, on purpoſe 
that the World may ſee with what Pru- 
dence they manage their own ſmall Re- 
venue, and how far they extend all the 
generous Benefactions they receive; re- 
nouncing the hidden Things of Darkneſs 
and diſhoneſt Dealing, both in the Appli- 
cation of their Money, and of the Means 
they uſe to accompliſh their Deſigns. 
Was I now ſpeaking to the Romiſb 
Society de Propaganda Fide, I would con- 
jure them by all the Mercies of Gop in 


Chriſt Feſus not to make a Merchandiſe | p .. 
3- 


of Souls with feigned Words, and not to 
ſtop the progreſs of his Religion, (b) by 


| ſuperſtitious Inventions, legendary Tales, 
and a corrupted Maſs of Traditions, about 


Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline. -I would 
conjure them not to ſpread it for filthy 
Lucre, or temporal Dominion, by Fraud or 
Fable, by Violence or Force; and indeed by 
Cruelties and Barbarities, almoſt without 
Example, and beyond beliet ; all which have 

13 done 


(a A Beſides the Annual Accounts, / would recommend to them 
Dr. Humphreys's Hiftorical Account. 

(b) For Inſtances of theſe Kinds, I mnft refer ny Reader, 2. 
the Sermons of Bp . Moore, and Bp. Kennett, Lefore this Se- 


ciety. 
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done ſuch prejudice and miſchief to the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, as Miracles only will, I 
fear, be ever able to remove and repair, ei- 1 
ther (a) at Home, or Abroad. — But, my 
Brethren, I know what manner of Spirit 
ye are of; the Spirit of the Goſpel of . 
Chriſt, which inſpires you with godly Sim- 
plicity, and Charity, as well as Zeal, and 
forbids you to do Evil, that good may 
come. Ve have coveted no Man's Silver 
er Gold; but are continually expending 
Part of your own Subſtance, without any 
poſſible View to worldly Gain; and that 
Heathens may be ſure of having the true „ 


and genuine Doctrines and Precepts of our 
Bleſſed (i 


— 


* 
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=. 
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(a) A ſecond Addreſs to the Inhabitants ? London, p. 26, 
27. Ckriſtianity as old, &c. p. 152, 155, 406, 412. The 
Writer of theſe Books ought in regard to Truth not to make © 
the Chriſtian Religion, and Chriſtian Prieſts, chargeable with | 
ſuch Faults, as belong peculiarly to Popery, and Popiſh Prieſts ; AF 
for ſo to do is not only wicked, but one of the principal Cauſes . 
of Error, as appears from the following Paſſage out of the 
Religion of Nature delineated, p. 60. Among other preju- 
« dices, there is one of a particular Nature, which you muſt 
« have obſerved to be one of the greateft Cauſes of modern 
« Trreligion. Whilſt ſome Opinions and Rites are carried to 
« ſuch an immoderate Height, as expoſes the Abſurdity ta 
te the view of almoſt every Body but them who raiſe them, 
« not only Gentlemen of the Belles Lettres, but even Men 
*« of common Senſe, many times ſee through them; and then 
« out of Indignation, or an exceſſive Renitence (or ſame 
« worſe Principle) not ſeparating that which is True from 
&« that which is Falſe, they come to deny both, and fall back 
* into the contrary Extreme, a contempt of all Religion in 


« general. 
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Blefſed Saviour, (a) ye ſend abroad the - 
J- Scriptures chemſelves, pure and perfect, in 


a known Language, Ve ſettle and main- q 

tain Miniſters of Gop's Word and Sacra- [ 

1 ments, that his publick Worſhip may be 4 
kept up, which, together with the very \ 
Knowledge of Him, was almoſt loſt in | 

many Chriſtian Colonies for want of them, 

— Ye employ Schoolmaſters and Catechifts, | | 

that all Converts may be taught and inſtru- { 

cted in the Doctrines and Duties of Chri- 4 
ſtianity, and become Diſciples by Conviction b 
aud Choice, as well as Baptiſm, and Pro- 4 
Fin. . 
x THE Miſſionaries and Paſtors, which ye = 
ſet apart for this Work, are not decoyed 1 

into it, or fitted for it by a TFeſuitical : 


Education; but they are the beſt (5) that 1 
| ye can get, after the moſt prudent and ſtrict th 
NF Examination and Enquiry. — The Inſtru- id 


tions that ye give them are not Secret, but |: 
the ſame, as ye have from Chriſt and his 
13 Abo- 4 


— 


* 


(b) Every Particular here mentioned is verified by Dr. Hum- | 
8 s Hiſtorical Account, from whence likewiſe the great | 
ſe and Neceſſity of Miniſters and Preachers is evident, fince 9 
wherever People hate had none, there has been ſoon an End of all 1 
Religion, or the worſt of Superſtitions has crept into its place, 
p. 3, 21, 33, 223. To prevent theſe Miſchiefs was one principal 60 
Reaſon, why K. William incorporated this Society. See Char 4 
ter, 8 4 
(4) Dr. Humphreys's Hifterical Account, Chap. IV. 3 14 
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: 17 i. Apoſtles, not to corrupt the Word of God, 

| Cir. ü. but to take care that their Preaching be 

4» 13. not with inticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 

but that, which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. 

Ve charge them to put in Practice the 

Rules relating to their Office in the Epi- 

tles of St. Paul to Timothy and Titus; to 

Labour in all parts of their Miniſtry, and 

| Tim. ir. to give conſtant Atendance to Reading, to 

13. Exhortation, to Doctrine: and above all, to 
Tie. ii. 7. ſhew themſelves Patterns of good Works. 

THERE have, I know, been ſome Com- 

plaints on their Account, and always muſt 

2 Cer. iv. be ſo, whilſt the Treaſure of the Goſpel 

7- 1s lodged in earthen Veſſels, and the Mini- 

try of it committed, as it mult be, to fraz!, 

and fall:ble Men.-I wiſh that the Com- 

plainers would propoſe to the Society wi- 

ſer Methods, than they take already to pre- 

vent any Impoſition.— Some indeed pro- 

poſe, that the Clergy of the beſt Abilities, 

the greateſt Learning, or rather of moſt 

Honour and Preferment, be ſent abroad: 

And many, I believe, would be glad, (a] that 

all of them, high and lo, Rich and Poor, 

ſhould either ſtarve at Home, or be ba- 


nifhed to their ( Paradice of Neu- Fer/ey, 
leav- 


— 


A A Diſcoarſe of Free-thinking, p. 43- (3) p. 108. 


11 


1 


18 


1 


18 
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leaving them here to think and live as 


freely as Heathens ever did; having No 


hope beyond this Life, and without God in 
the World, as well as without Chriſtian 
Prieſts to inſtru, exhort, or reprove them. 

HowEveR, in full Anſwer to ſuch as 
mean the Good of our Religion by this 
Propoſal, it may be ſaid, that as every 
Lay-Chriſtian is at perfect Liberty to go 
into Holy Orders or not ; and as there are 
(a) Differences of Adminiſtration in the 
Church of Chriſt; ſo every Clergyman 
may chuſe and abide in any one of them, 
unleſs he have an extraordinary Call 
from the Spirit of God, to any other. 
His general Commiſſion, as a Clergyman, 
will indeed empower him to preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature; but he is not 
thereby ſo ſeparated for the Work of go- 


ing to teach and baptize all Infidel Nations, 


() as to be under any indiſpenſible, or pe- 
culiar Obligation to this Duty; he may, 
with a good Conſcience, according as he is 
diſpoſed in his own Heart, exerciſe his Mi. 
niſtry, either as a Paſtor at Home, or as 
an.Evangelift in Foreign Parts; he may no 

I 4 que- 


(a) 1 Cor. xii. 6, 28. Eph. iv. 12. 
(5) A Diſcourſe on Free- thinking, p. 43. 


Eph. ii. . 


12. 


Add. xiii 


2. 
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queſtion, without Breach of Truſt, do what 
St. Paul commanded the Elders of the + 


Church of Epheſus, to take heed unto the 


* Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt, in the 


ordinary Courſe of Providence, hath made 
him an Overſeer ; eſpecially ſince the Cir- 
cumſtances of Time are now much the 
ſame as he then foretold, and Perſons 
of the greateſt Ability and Learning, are 
wanting to ſecure the very Flock of Chriſt, 
and to contend for the Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, becauſe grie- 


Jude 3. 4. vous Wolves are entred in among them, 


and of our own ſelves do Men daily ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away 
Diſciples after them, even denying the only 
Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

IT is enough, and all that is required 
of the Biſhops of the Church, that they do 
all they can to procure among the whole 
Body of Chriſtians, Laity as well as Clergy, 
a ſufficient Maintenance for M:ni/ters, whe- 
ther Paſtors or Evangeliſts: and that they 
take the beſt Care they can what Perſons 
they ordain; and that none be ſent abroad 
upon any Mifſion, but ſuch as are in ſome 
Meaſure qualified for it, and who freely 
chuſe it upon religious Principles, a love to 


God, and good-will to Men. — But then 
all 


/ 


/ 


\ 
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all, who do ſo, ſhould receive from their 
Chriſtian Brethren enough to live upon, 
together with other reaſonable Advanta- 
ges and Encouragements. — As our Lord 
and Maſter pronounces the Labourer to be Luke x. 7. 
1 worthy of his Hire, and hath himſelf or- —_— | 
dained, that they which preach the Goſpel 14. 4 
ſhould live of the Goſpel; nay, as no mili- 
tary Miſſionaries (to which (a) a modern 
Free-thinker compares us,) is obliged to go1 Cv. is. 
a Warfare at any Time at his own Charges: 
ſo none of us are by Reaſon, or Scripture, 
bound to act with a Preſumption which an 1 n. v. 
Infidel would not be guilty of; as we * 
ſhould do, if we went abroad to ſtarve 
upon a Miſſion, or without a Proſpect of 
making a tolerable, if not a comfortable 
Proviſion for our Families; ſuch a Pro- 
viſion, as will, when we are dead, keep 
them "208 being a Burden to others, and a a 
Reproach to our own Order among Unbe- 
levers; ſuch a Proviſion, as will in the 
Judgment of a Lay-Parent anſwer the great 
Expences of a learned Education: or as a 
Lay-Man hopes for, when he leaves his 
4 Native Country, and goes by choice to 
ſettle, or to traffick in Foreign Parts. 


18 


7 


THE | 
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(a) A Diſcourſe on Free-thinking, p. 43. 
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I2. 


As ix. 


17. 


Mar. xvi. 
17, 20. 


Tu Caſe, I own, would be widely dif- 
ferent, if any of us were particularly called 
by a Voice from Heaven (a) to be an Evan- 


A xii. geliſt among Infidels, and then ſeparated for 


the Work by being filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and thus enabled to confirm the Word 
we preach to the evil Affected, and Unbe- 
lieving, and to ſupport our ſelves by a 
Power of working Miracles, and by the 


ſame Signs as followed the Apoſtles and Be- 


lievers; to whom the Commiſſion in my Text 
was immediately given. — There are, I be- 


lieve, not many of us, (and there was a 


Judas among the Twelve, who would 
not zoyfully obey ſuch a Call, and leave our 
Preferments, Friends, and Country for the 
ſake of the Goſpel of Chriſt. — But with- 
out this, a Precedent from the primitive 
Times can be no more drawn to oblige 
the Clergy, than the Laity; for if the () 
Multitude of them that believe, having great 
Grace, and the Intereſts of Religion at 
Heart, would do now as they did then, 
make all things common, and fell their 
Houſes, Lands, and Goods, and bring the 
Prices of them, tho? not f the Apoſtles 
Feet, yet into one common Stock, and out 


of 


— 


2» — 


(a) Adds ix. 5. 2 Tim. i. 11. (6) Ad, ii. 44. iv. 32, 34. 


4 


\ 
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of that contribute, as much as they would 
think a reaſonable and ſufficient Provi- 
ſion (a) for themſelves and their Children, 
if they were Miſſionaries; I dare engage, 
that there never would be wanting a Suc- 
ceſſion of moſt able and learned Clergymen 
to preach, and propagate the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts. 

Bur to conclude : Since the Chriſtian Re- 
velation is in its Nature calculated for the 
univerſal Good and Happineſs of all, to 


whomſoever it ſhall be made known ; ſince 


no fingle Chriſtian is entirely exempted from 
the Duty of ſpreading its glad Tidings thro' 
the World; and fince we are aſſured by ex- 
preſs Prophecies, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, (b) that the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles ſhall come in, and that all Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved, ſo that the Kingdoms of this 
World hall become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chriſt, who ſhall reign 
for ever and ever; it muſt concern every 
one of us in our reſpective Stations, and ac- 
cording to the Meaſure and Degree of our 

Abi- 


(a) This is the end propoſed in the Charter of this incorpo- 
rated Society, S. I, II. 

(5 Plabn ti. Ixxii. Jſaiab ii. xi. xlix. 6. li. 10. Ix. Dar. 
ii. 44. Mal. i. 11. Mat. xxiv. 14. Luke ii. . iii. 6. xxi. 
4. Adi xiii. 47. Rem. Xi. 25, 26. Rev. xi. 15. xiv. 6. 
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As i. 7. 


Col. iv. 
11. 


Mat. 
XXviii. 20. 


Luke xxi. 
19. 


Abilities and Opportunities, to do what 


lieth in us towards accompliſhing ſo happy 
and glorious an Event. An Event, that 
Gop will certainly bring to paſs, becauſe 
he has purpoſed, and foretold it. But 
as it is not given to us to know the Times, 
or the Seaſons, or the Methods, which the 


Father keeps within his own Knowledge 


and Power; we ought to look upon our 
ſelves as Fellow-workers at all Times unto 
the Kingdom of Gop, and Inſtruments of 
his Providence; and whenever (a) a Door 
of Hope is opened, we ſhould enter in, know- 
ing that, if he pleaſe, no Man can ſhut it; 
for tho' we have but a little Strength of 


ourſelves, yet if we keep his Word, and do 


not deny his Name, He will be with us al- 
ways, even unto the End of the World: and 
will, for ought we know, by his infinite 
Wiſdom and Power, proſper our beſt En- 
deavours, however weak, inconſiderable, 
and unpromiſing, till in his own appointed 
time, they break out into a marvellous and 
finiſhed Work. 

In the mean while therefore we ought, 
under all Difficulties, Diſcouragements, and 
Oppoſition, to poſſeſs our Souls in Faith and 

Pa- 


— 


(% Alls xiv. 2. 2 Cor. ii. 12. Rev. iii. 8. 


4 
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Patience, againſt Hope, (even as Abraiam Kom. iv 
did) believing in Hope: And whatever be 
che Circumſtances of Time or Place, wherein 
Providence has fix'd us; it is our indiſ- 
penſible Duty never to neglect, or deſpiſe auc. hs 
if j he Day of ſmall Things, or to be weary ei 3 
in well doing: but to take Care, that we 
be in the Number of hee, who are waiting 
and preparing for this great Event, and 
doing all the Good they can, and whatever is 
in their Power, to (a) turn many to the Faith 
and Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel; for then 
whatever be our Succeſs on Earth, we ſhall 
HIT ſecure to ourſelves a moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Reward in Heaven, where we ſhall bine 
forth, as the Sun and Stars, with the 
brighteſt Rays of Glory, for ever and ever. 


"I" 


| (a) Dan. xii. 3. Mat. xiii. 43. James v. 20. 
#4) 
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